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Brazil Maintains Balance in Export 
Trade; Dollar Debts Liquidated 


Favorable developments in Brazil during th 


final quarter of 1953 


included the maintenance of an export trade balance, final liquidation 
of the commercial backlog of unpaid dollar debts, and some assurance 
that the control authorities would find it possible to keep imports within 
the limits of current foreign-exchange receipts. 


Such assurance was a result of the 
establishment of the new trade and ex- 
change control system in October, Cur- 
rent needs for exchange, however, re- 
mained far greater than probable 
receipts, Exchange receipts were ade- 
quate to meet the growing outlay for 
imported fuel and for imported mate- 
rials for essential industries, but there 
was relatively little left to meet the 
demand for general imports. The 
drastic restriction of imports from all 
sources evidently must continue. 

Auction-market premiums paid for 
the right to purchase exchange in pay- 
ment for imports fluctuated widely in 
all of the five merchandise categories. 
Premiums for dollar exchange in the 
fifth category, nonessential imports, 
ranged between 60 and 160 cruzeiros 
per U. S. dollar; variations were less 
extreme in other categories, but they 
were wide. Exchange rates in the official 
free market fluctuated similarly. Fac- 
tors which might strengthen or stabilize 
the cruzeiro were generally absent. 


Coffee and cacao prices moved sharply 
upward, Other agricultural export 
products were favored by features of 
the new foreign-trade control system 
assisting the exportation of commodities 
which had been priced out of foreign 
markets. Increased exports in these 
instarfees helped somewhat toward 
strengthening Brazil’s foreign-exchange 
position but not enough to give reason 
to believe that the prolonged period of 
foreign-exchange stringency will end 
soon. Coffee shipments early in 1954 
will be seasonably less than in late 
1953. 


Reform Program Delayed 

The Government’s establishment of 
the new foreign-trade contrél system 
was an outstanding move. The system is 
designed in part to eliminate abuses in 
the operation of foreign-trade controls 
which had been the object of public 
criticism. 

On the other hand, the administration 
made no visible progress toward carry- 





ing out other features of its reform 
program, which was to include a 60- 
billion-cruzeiro plan for debt consoli- 
dation, tariff revision, and financial 
measures designed to curb inflation. 
Prevailing official and popular attitudes 
toward foreign capital, of which the 
October legislation creating a national 
petroleum monopoly provides an exam- 
ple, contrasted with constructive efforts 
to encourage a greater inflow of foreign 
private capital. 

The new exchange-control plan, and 
with it the creation at the turn of the year 
of a new foreign-trade control agency, 
contained features designed to promote 
the inflow, under regulation, of foreign 
investment capital. Liquidation of the 
commercial backlog, along with official 
action toward eliminating relatively 
minor deterrents to trade and invest- 
ment, helped to strengthen confidence. 

Credit restrictions, and the planned 
withdrawal from circulation of large 
sums through operation of the new ex- 
change-control system, have not been 
sufficient to curb price inflation. The 
outlook for price stability is not promis- 
ing. The Federal budget for 1954 shows 
a balance between anticipated receipts 
and expenditures, but the new budget 
calls for expenditures at a level some 
35 percent above the corresponding total 
for 1953. 

Currency in circulation in recent 
months increased by sums apparently 
well beyond amounts which could be 
explained by new demand for money 
resulting from expanded economic ac- 
tivity. Both situations point to intensi- 
fication of the inflationary movement. 

Migration of the farm population to 
industrial areas continued. There were 
no indications of any contraction in 
speculative urban construction activities 
nor of a change in the growing concen- 
tration of population in the two large 
urban centers. Full employment was 
maintained in the major cities. Labor 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Field Offices Give 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—ranging from comprehensive 


economic and business data to de 


tails on export and import regulg- 
tions—is quickly and directly avai]. 
able to businessmen in their own 
cities or localities through the 33 
Field Offices of the VU. S. 
ment of Commerce. 


ness centers of the United States, 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad 
Aided by the current information and 
publications sent to them regularly 
from Washington, they are well 
equipped to serve world traders in 
their communities. 


Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur- 
nished with Department of Com- 
merce publications, reference ma- 
terial, and other information, for use 
by businessmen, 


The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 


Albuquerque, N. M., 208 U. S. Courthouse, 
Atlanta 3, Ga., 86 Forsyth St. NW. 
Boston, Mass., 261 Franklin St. 
Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 
Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bldg.. West End Broad St. 
Cheyerne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg, 
Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 755 U. S. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 
Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 
Denver 3 Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 
Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 
El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce 
Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 
Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bid 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 112 W. Ninth St. 
Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 36 NE First St. 
Minneapolis 2, Minn., 607 Marquette Ave. 
New Orleans iz, La., 333 St. Chartes Ave, 
New York 13, N. Y., 346 Broadway. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoen:x, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave, 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 717 Liberty Ave. 
Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. S. Courthouse, 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
Richmond, Va., 400 E. Main St. 
St. Louis i, Mo., 910 New Federal Bldg. 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 109 W. Second St 
San Francisco 2, Calif., 870 Market St, 
Savannah, Ga. 535 U. 8. Courthouse 
and Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave, 


For local telephone number, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book 


Depart. 
Conveniently located in the busi- 
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Agricultural Production Attains Record 





French Economic Situation Improves 


The overall economic situation in France in 1953 showed signs of 


a slight improvement. 


The year ended with a record agricultural production and a con- 


siderable reduction o 


the external deficit; prices remained stable 


throughout the year. Although industrial production was below 1952 


jevels, particularly in the producers’ 
goods sector, French Government econ- 
gmists estimated that the national in- 
cme for 1953 was about equal to that 
of the preceding year. 

The employment situation was about 
the same as in 1952. Ministry of Labor 
technicians have estimated that in 1953 
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This article presents the results of a 
survey conducted by French Govern- 
ment economists of the National Insti- 
tute of Statistics and Economic Studies 
and published in the Institute’s journal, 
Btudes et Conjonctures, January 1954. 
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the total number of unemployed was 
approximately 300,000, or about 1.5 
percent of the active population. 


The purchasing power of the franc 
did not decrease in 1953. Public con- 
fidence in the franc was reflected in a 
steady increase in savings bank deposits, 
while gold lost much of its attraction. 
However, the Treasury had a difficult 
year and the Bank of France had to ad- 
vance it more than 200 billion francs. 


Total money supply and money in cir- 
culation continued their upward trend, 
but there seems to have been a slowing 
down of this movement in the second 
half of the year. Gold reserves of the 
Bank of France rose slightly, while for- 
tign-exchange holdings, as reflected in 
the bank’s balance sheet, remained at 
low levels. 


Agricultural production in 1953 
teached an alltime record, surpassing 
hot only production in any other post- 
war year but even exceeding the pre- 
war levels. In table 1 agricultural pro- 
duction by major crops is given for the 
prewar period and 1952-53. 


Table 1.—Agricultural Production 
[In 1,000 metric tons] 


Average 
Commodity 1934-38 1952 1953! 
SII chen loc seveccsibactaie 8,150 8,420 8,850 
Barley . 1,050 1,730 2,270 
aa seinitineedaes a 3,350 3,570 
Corn . CS sad 550 480 780 
i... ; hae 770 480 460 
Potatoes 15,900 11,070 13,580 
Beets 8,800 9,500 12,170 
1Estimates as of November 1, 1953. 


The exceptionally good crop in 1953 
was due to favorable weather conditions 
and technological improvements. Be- 
sides affecting the standard of living 
and industrial production, last year’s 
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high agricultural output also favorably 
influenced the foreign-trade balance. 
However, it became increasingly dif- 
ficult during 1953 to find outlets for 
exportable agricultural surpluses. Al- 
though a potential market exists in 
Western European countries, French ex- 
ports of agricultural products to these 
destinations could not be increased sub- 
stantially because of import restrictions 
and the fact that French prices in gen- 
eral are not competitive with those pre- 
vailing in other European. countries. 


Some Industries Improve Output 

Industrial production jn 1953, al- 
though below the general level of 1952, 
showed signs of improvement, particu- 
larly in the textile, paper, and chemical 
industries. On the other hand, industries 
producing capital goods and those trans- 
forming metals experienced a mild re- 
cession. 

With stabilized prices a number of 
marginal enterprises disappeared. Other 
enterprises, in order to maintain their 
position on the market, had to modern- 
ize their equipment, improve their or- 
ganization, increase production through 
specialization, and expand their foreign 
outlets. These positive elements may not 
be reflected immediately in statistical 
surveys but ultimately their significance 
will become apparent. 


The negative side of the industrial 
picture in France was that the rate of 
investment lagged during the year; 
consequently there was little systematic 
expansion of production. In many re- 
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spects the solution of the investment 
problem in France will remain the key 
to further sound industrial development, 

Industrial production indexes, by ma- 
jor branches of inane, are indicated 
in table 2. 


Table 2.—Indexes of Industrial Production 
(1938= 100) 

















Branch of industry 1929-30 1958 1053" 
EE ae me 194 198 
Gas 109 181 179 
a pe and motor 
wenn 16 329 349 

Solid fuels 111 118 lll 
Extraction of metallic 

minerals 147 126 134 
Extraction of various 

eee BR RETR Se 98 146 141 
Extraction of construction 

Ne * caccicusinnteedianiovintera ~ 139 174 158 
Production of metals ............. 151 177 166 
Transformation of 

SRI. stnrstcesnadicigtnanreinaenanitdan. a 173 156 
) as ies 163 149 152 
Ceram iijelbuioceins,. aa 146 148 


Buildi ling and public 





wo 205 137 1 
Chemical industries 146 151 
NN Sc atiocakes 200 194 
Textiles ...... ane 103 106 
Leather and skins .............. 64 58 
Paper and carboard ................ - 107 124 


1 Estimates. 
Paper Industry Recovers 


Total industrial production in 1953 
declined about 4 percent, compared with 
1952. However, a reversal of the down- 
ward trend was noted in the second 
half of the year. Hopeful signs are the 
recovery in the paper and paperboard, 
chemical, and consumer goods indus- 
tries. Coal production, which in 1953 
lagged behind mainly on account of 
strikes, was up again at the end of the 
year. Total production for 1953 was 
54,498,000 metric tons, 5 percent below 
the 1952 production of 57,354,000 metric 
tons. 

The bauxite and aluminum industry 
achieved a higher output in 1953 than 
in 1952. The average monthly bauxite 
production for the first 11 months of 
1953 was 97,036 tons, or 4 percent above 
the average of the corresponding period 
of 1952. Aluminum production increased 
by almost 5 percent to an average of 
9,400 tons per month. 

Production of iron ore was also on a 
level slightly higher than in 1952, but 
iron and steel production was sub- 
stantially below the 1952 levels. Accord- 
ing to preliminary data, total production 
of motor vehicles in 1953 was slightly 
below 1952 output. Production of trucks 
and buses was somewhat more affected 
(—4 percent) than that of passenger 
cars (—1 percent). On the other hand, 
production of motorcycles increased 
more than 10 percent and scooters 
almost 80 percent (approximately 90,000 
units, against 50,400 in 1952). 

Textile output was considerably above 
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Japanese Production Continues at 


Record Levels; Price Rise Abated 


The volume of Japanese industrial production in November 1953 
was maintained generally at record levels. 

However, some sectors registered moderate declines, and the over- 
all rate of expansion was lower than in the preceding months. 

Supporting this high level of output was a continued strong domes- 


tic demand. Exports continued at ap- 
proximately the rate of past months, 
and the large excess of imports was 
offset by special dollar earnings accru- 
ing from expenditures of U. S. military 
forces in Japan and Korea. , 

The upward trend in commodity 
prices was halted with certain excep- 
tions. In fact, the average of consumer 
prices declined moderately in conse- 
quence of reductions in the price of 
food (black-market rice and vegetables) 
and clothing. Security prices continued 
the decline which began early in Oc- 
tober, . 

The money market was subject to di- 
verse influences. As anticipated, total 
Government cash payments substan- 
tially exceeded receipts. This factor was 
counterbalanced, however, by a marked 
reduction in loans and discounts of the 
Bank of Japan to private banks. Loans 
and discounts of private banks never- 
theless continued to expand. 


The index of industrial production 
(manufacturing and mining combined) 
increased slightly in November—by 1.1 
percent—compared with the preceding 
month. The output of manufactures 
increased 1.3 percent to a level 21.4 
percent above that of November 1952. 
Mining activity, however, declined frac- 
tionally—by 0.1 percent—although it 
was 81.7 percent above the abnormally 
low level of a year ago during the 
strike of coal mine workers. 


The major groups in which output 
increased were lumber, food, chemicals, 
and printing. Production declined, on 
the other hand, in textiles, ceramics, 
metals, and machinery. The output of 
manufactures during November was 
somewhat retarded by the smaller num- 
ber of working days in November than 
in October. 


Power Supply Down 3.4 Percent 


Total hydroelectric power produced 
in November was 15 percent less than 
in the preceding month, but output of 
thermal plants was sufficient to result 
in an aggregate reduction in the elec- 
tric-power supply of only 3.4 percent 
compared with the preceding month. 
With few exceptions, the electric-power 
supply for industrial use was considered 
to have been adequate. 

Coal continued in ample supply, and 
production of petroleum products was 
further expanded to another postwar 
high, 3 percent above the October level. 
However, output failed to keep pace 
with demand, and the possible importa- 


4 





tion of additional supplies of crude oil 
and petroleum products received in- 
creasing attention. 

The increase in foodstuffs output was 
principally in condensed and powdered 
milk, wheat flour, and sugar. Although 
the composite index of textile production 
declined slightly—by 1.3 percent—the 
loss was accounted for mainly by a 
6-percent drop in the production of raw 
silk, which is included with the textile 
group. Production of chemicals ex- 
panded. 


Except for canvas and leather shoes, 
there was a general decline in output 
of rubber and leather manufactures. In 
the ceramics industry, the production 
of sheet glass expanded but cement pro- 
duction showed a 13-percent drop, at- 
tributed to a temporary closing of some 
cement plants for repairs after several 
months of a high production level, 


In the metals and metal-products 
industry there was a widespread de- 
eline in production. Output in the ma- 
chinery industry also decreased gener- 
ally; exceptions were radids, telephone 
equipment, batteries, and construction, 
and spinning and weaving machinery. 
Among precision instruments, the pro- 
duction of microscopes, cameras, and 
watches increased, while that of bi- 
noculars declined. 


Import Value Declines 


Imports still greatly exceeded exports, 
the value of imports for November being 
about 70 percent greater than exports. 
However, a 14.3-percent decline in the 
import value, compared with the pre- 
ceding month, resulted in a moderate 
decrease in the import balance. 

The principal export increase was in 
ships. Decreases occurred, on the other 
hand, in cotton yarn, rayon and staple- 
fiber fabrics, marine products, such as 
frozen tuna and canned fish, pottery, 
iron and steel, and toys. The principal 
decreases in imports were: Wheat, 
sugar, wool, cotton, iron ore, coal, petro- 
leum, and crude rubber. Barley and 
machinery imports increased, 

Total foreign-exchange payments in 
November decreased significantly—by 
13.9 percent—in comparison with the 
preceding month and were slightly less 
than total receipts. An excess of total 
payments over receipts in merchandise 
trade of $66.7 million was slightly 
more than offset by an excess of 
receipts on ‘invisible items of $68.2 
million, Total invisible receipts, largely 


comprising special dollar ea 


amounted to $83.1 million or nearly halt 


of total receipts, which equaled $1798 
million, ; 

Merchandise trade with the dollar 
and sterling areas showed deficits of 
$66.2 million and $7.9 million, respec. 
tively, in contrast to the open-account 
area, where there was an excess of 
receipts over payments for the 
month since the end of 1952. T 
terms were glightly less favorable ag g 
result of a small increase in ; 
prices and no change in export prices, 

Price Trends Improve 

The upward trend in prices, which 
was initiated at the beginning of 1953, 
abated during November. The average 
of wholesale prices rose by only 02 
percent, and the average of consumer 
prices decreased 1.3 percent, in com. 
parison with the preceding month, 
Nevertheless, wholesale and consumer 
prices were 5 and 13.1 percent higher, 
respectively, than in November 1952 
At the wholesale level, the principal 
products which increased in price were: 
Major foodstuffs, other than black 
market rice and eggs, which declined; 
cotton and rayon yarns and fabrics; 
timber; petroleum products; nonferrous 
metals; hides; and crude rubber. 

Prices of iron and steel products and 
raw silk declined. Raw silk showed 
firmness toward the end of the month, 
however, reflecting decreased output 
coupled with strong demand both 
domestically and abroad, and also the 
prospect that a textile consumption tax 
might be imposed. The unexpected 
firmness in the textile market, notwith 
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Denmark's Prewar Dollar 
Loans Soon To Be Repaid 


Denmark’s two outstanding prewaf 
dollar loans will be repaid in full this 
spring, the Danish Municipal Loan A® 
sociation™ has announced. These am 
the 5-percent 1928 loan on which the 
remaining $447,000—all held abroad—is 
to be redeemed on March 1, and the 
54-percent issue of 1925, on which the 
$878,000 held abroad, and the Danish 
held balance of $123,000 will be repaid 
on May 1. 

It had been announced that the 
$9,310,500 outstanding on the 5'-per 
cent Government loan of 1925 wi 
be redeemed in full on February |, 
1954. Redemption of $4,000,000 of the 
foreign holdings of the 4%4-percent Gow 
ernment loan of 1928 on April 15, 1954 
has been announced in the New Yor 
press. 

The Danish prewar dollar indebteé 
ness held abroad (State, Mortgage 
Bank, and City of Copenhagen issues} 
after the above payments will amount 
to $34,664,000, of which $18,250,000 is 
past due. Postwar dollar loan 
held abroad—amount to $89,367,666.— 
Emb., Copenhagen. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Moroccan Crops Good; 
Industry Obstructed 


French Morocco’s economy was in a 

of unstable balance at the begin- 
ping of 1954. Crop yields in this pre- 
dominantly agricultural country were 


in 1953, but industrial output and 
the volume of commerce dropped. 


Industry is showing signs of becoming 
jnereasingly handicapped by internal 
market limitations posed by the low 
purchasing power of the bulk of the 
population. Also, the sustained invasion 
of the Moroccan market by competing 
French and other foreign products has 
aggravated the difficulties of disposing 
of locally produced products at home 
while the high prices of most Moroccan 
commodities curb their sale abroad. 

These developments bring into closer 
focus the basic weakness of many of 
the country’s industries, reflected by 
frequent overcapitalization, high profit 
structures, usual lack of the latest tech- 
nical methods and equipment, and rela- 
tively high labor costs. 


Some Factories, Shops Closed 

The severe distribution crisis which, 
beginning in late 1951, has weighed with 
increasing effect upon certain sectors 
of the manufacturing and processing in- 
dustries, has resulted in the closing of 
anumber of factories and shops in the 
blighted industries and a reduction in 
the output of others to as low as 30 
percent of capacity. Production by a 
majority of enterprises in the industrial, 
processing, and mining spheres was 
lower in 1953 than in either 1951 or 
1952. This is true particularly for tex- 
tiles and clothing; canned fish, fruits 
and vegetables; vegetable oils; indus- 
trial chemicals; metal containers; foun- 
dries; certain metallurgical industries; 
and most minerals. Notable exceptions 
fo the trend are cement, raw cork, 
phosphates, coal, zinc, and copper. 

Foreign-trade statistics for the first 
9 months of 1953 show imports into 
French Morocco of 126 billion francs 
and exports of 67.5 billion francs, a drop 
from the corresponding period of 1952, 
when imports stood at 142.2 billion and 
exports 72.9 billion francs. Apart from 
France, which continued to be Moroc- 
0's principal supplier and customer in 
1953, the list of suppliers in order of 
importance remained the same as for 
the entire year 1952, namely, the United 
States, Cuba, West Germany, Belgium- 
Luxembourg, and the United Kingdom. 
The most pressing foreign-trade prob- 
lem is the sale abroad of the surplus 

grain harvest. 

It is becoming evident that the post- 
War economic boom in industrial and 
commercial activities, fed by the infla- 
tionary tendencies of the period, has 
ended and that Morocco is entering a 
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lran Finds Solution to Most Urgent 
Financial Problems by Year's End 


Financial problems remained in the forefront in Iran during the 


fourth quarter of 1953. 


By the year’s end, actions taken resulted in the, most pressing 
questions being met and time being gained to devote to measures of 


fundamental and lasting importance. 


Noteworthy developments were the 
rapid mobilization of U. S. funds to 
support the Government’s budget and 
foreign-exchange position, the resolution 
of a currency crisis in October with the 
help of U. S. aid, and the appreciation 
of the exchange rate of the rial on 
December 22, 


An International Monetary Fund 
Mission visited Iran in November to 
study and advise on the exchange rate 
and related policies, The Government 
is studying its report, and the possibility 
is that proposed. legislation will be 
submitted after the election of the 
Majlis. 

The Government made serious efforts 
to increase and facilitate foreign trade 
during the quarter. Significant legis- 
lation enacted included amendments 
relaxing import quota regulations and 
decrees permitting free export or 
reexport of certain goods of foreign and 
domestic origin, permitting the sale 
abroad of foreign and exportable surplus 
of rice, reducing the rate of exchange 
with a view to increasing imports, and 
aiming to attract foreign capital invest- 
ments. 


Imports began to revive during the 
latter part of the quarter, primarily 
because of the decrease in the exchange 
rate and the release of approximately 
$19 million in U. S. aid for the purchase 
of essential imports. Reluctance among 
the merchants to increase their im- 
ports, however, was noted at the end 





period of severe leveling off. In respect 
of these developments it is generally 
agreed that the trade. and industrial 
sectors of Morocco’s economy are ill- 
equipped to face a period of normal, 
peacetime economy. Some businessmen 
are coming to believe, therefore, that 
the Morocco of tomorrow will sell less 
of its produce at home and abroad. It 
is feared that in the ensuing readjust- 
ment the less efficient producers of each 
commodity will collapse and that cer- 
tain activities may contract sharply 
with adverse effects upon employment. 


Despite current economic difficulties, 
however, observers do not envisage a 
general depression in Morocco. In this 
respect they point to various mitigating 
factors, such as the regular infusion of 
public and private capital from France 
and the attraction which the country 
continues to hold for venture capital as 
a result of frequently high returns and 
low charges for social security and 
taxes, 
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of the quarter because they believed 
that exchange rates would be reduced 
further after March 21. 


Exports Decline 


Exports, however, decreased d 
the quarter, partly because of 
gence in selecting and packing dried 
fruits and competition with other 
producing countries. Large cotton sales 
were effected and authorization was 
given to export a large ‘surplus of the 
rice crop. s- 

Germany, France, and Japan showed 
increased interest in Iran’s economic 
life during the quarter. Negotiations 
were opened for the establishment of a 
$60-million credit by a German consor- 
tium, and a group of French firms 
indicated it was prepared to extend a 
credit of 5 billion francs, Japanese 
firms, on the other hand, established 
connections with Iranian importers and 
selected Iranian agents. 

Talks between Iran and the U.S.S. R. 
were renewed in December in an at- 
tempt to settle long-standing border and 
financial differences. Only one meeting 
had been held by the end of the year, 
and there is considerable skepticism 
as to the eventual outcome because of 
the many failures in the past to resolve 
these differences. 

Latest figures from the Bank Melli as 
of November 22 reflect a sharp increase 
in the overall cost of living over the 
preceding month. However, the increase 
was less than in Tehran proper. The un- 
skilled worker’s basket, on the other 
hand, seemed to have reached its peak 
during November, as most prices held 
steady and some declined in December. 

Prospects of a solution of Iran’s oil 
problem became the brightest in many 
a month with reestablishment of diplo- 
matic relations with the United King- 
dom on December 2 and the arrival of 
the British Charge d’Affaires on Decem- 
ber 21. At the quarter’s end the British 
were commencing to establish contact 
with Iranian authorities, and it was 
expected that exploratory talks would 
begin shortly. 

Nearly All Crops Harvested 

Except for rice and cotton, most of 
Iran’s crops were harvested prior to 
the beginning of the quarter. Estimates 
of this year’s cotton crop range from 
42,000 to 46,000 metric tons, of which 
25,000 is expected to be an exportable 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Greek Economy Has Successful Year 


The Greek economy had a singularly successful year in 1953, and 
predictions were that further economic progress would be made during 


1954. 


Trends emerged which, if continued, may spell a period of pros- 
perity. The Government was stable and exerted considerable ‘efforts to 


further the national economic progress. 

All indications were that the 1953-54 
budget would realize a surplus. In April 
the currency was devalued by 50 per- 
cent, and in July all quantitative and 
qualitative import restrictions were 
abolished. Subsequent domestic price 
rises were not excessive, and a large 
measure of essential monetary stability 
was achieved during the year. Pro- 
visional figures indicated a 12-percent 
increase in national income over 1952. 

Greece achieved a credit position in 
its international balance of payments 
during the second half of 1953 for the 
first time in the postwar period. This 
development foreshadowed a possible 
change in trend, since Greece consistent- 
ly has been a net debtor in international 
transactions. Preliminary estimates 
show a credit balance of $12.4 million 
for the last 6 months of 1953 as com- 
pared with a deficit of $21.3 million for 
the like period in 1952. Net invisible 
transactions credited Greece with $52.1 
million as compared with $29.4 million 
in the second half of 1952. 


Foreign-Exchange Earnings Rise 


Imports for the fourth quarter of 
1953 totaled $64.8 million as compared 
with $51.6 million in the preceding 
quarter. Preliminary figures indicate 
that July-December foreign-exchange 
earnings from exports amounted to $71.7 
million, which is 31 percent higher than 
for the corresponding 6 months in 1952 
and indicative of the stimulus given 
Greek exports by the April devaluation. 

The Greek Government continued to 
seek expansion of trade and entered into 
or renewed trade agreements during 
the last quarter of 1953 with Bulgaria, 
Poland, East Germany, Brazil, Uruguay, 
Chile, Denmark, Austria, Turkey, and 
Finland. Negotiations for trade agree- 
ments are being held with Czechoslo- 
vakia, Hungary, and Japan. 

To encourage private foreign invest- 
ment, a new foreign investment law, 
passed in October, provides certain 
safeguards for foreign capital, including 
provisions for repatriation of profits 
and principal. Interest in attracting for- 
eign investment and securing foreign aid 
for implementation of the Greek de- 
velopmental program prompted visits 
during October and November by the 
Minister of Coordination to France, Ger- 
many, and Italy with whick understand- 
ings were reached for facilitating ex- 
tension of credits. 

The Government’s economic program 
envisages a gradual increase in capital 
during 1954 and 1955. Among projects 
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under active consideration are an oil 


refinery, hydroelectric installations, a 
fertilizer plant, and various mining 
projects. 


Currency Circulation increases 


The monetary situation in Greece dur- 
ing the latter part of 1953 was charac- 
terized by expansion. Currency circula- 
tion continued to increase during the 
last quarter of the year—from 2,971 
billion to 3,507 billion drachmas, or by 
18 percent. This expansion, which sur- 
passed the customary seasonal advance, 
was accompanied by an increase in bank 
deposits which began in July and reg- 
istered gains of 846 billion drachmas 
or 37 percent by November. 


However, savings deposits were only 
146 billion drachmas, or 5 percent of 
total deposits of 3,115 billion drachmas, 
on November 30. In addition, a number 
of measures taken during the closing 
months of 1953 tended to ease credit, 
such as the reduction of maximum 
charges for short-term bank loans from 
16 to 12 percent. 

A flurry of demand for gold sovereigns 
occurred at the year end, stemming 
from the northern Greek farmers who 
were receiving large incomes, particu- 
larly from the marketing of tobacco, 
cotton, and rice. Though gold prices ad- 
vanced about 7 percent during the last 
2 months of the year, the fact that the 
increase was so small in view of the 
various pressures present seems a sig- 
nificant indication of a greatly improved 
basic economic stability in Greece. 


Although income tax _ collections 
lagged, customs receipts were very satis- 
factory, and overall Government reve- 
nues were meeting expectations. There 
appeared little doubt that the budgeted 
surplus of 300 billion drachmas would 
be realized. The Government’s earnest- 
ness in achieving good budgetary results 
is shown by its decision to effect a 15- 
percent reduction in Government per- 
sonnel and expenses during 1954. 

Wholesale Prices Stable 

During the fourth quarter, wholesale 
prices were remarkably stable at a level 
of about 30 percent above the prede- 
valuation date, April 1953. Retail prices 
advanced approximately 3 percent dur- 
ing the quarter, so that the gap between 
wholesale and retail prices is diminish- 
ing. As of December 30, the retail price 
index compiled by the Foreign Opera- 
tions Administration in Greece stood at 
22.5 percent over the April 1953 level. 

Though substantial increases occurred 


during the last 3 months of 1953 in sey. 
eral of the components of the cost-of- 
living index, the overall increase was 
held at 3.7 percent as compared with 
5.9 percent during the preceding quarter 
and 8.3 percent during the second quar. 
ter of 1953. 


Progress in industrial production dure 
ing 1953 was noteworthy. Quantitative 
indexes were reported to have risen 
more than a third from March to Now 
vember. 

The Greek Government has continued 
to show evidence of its interest in ex. 
panding the nation’s industrial activities 
which will tend to alleviate the labor 
problem arising from the high ratio of 
manpower to natural resources. In 1953 
the Government pursued vigorously the 
implementation of the national power 
and industrial investment programs, 

Existing industries have been afforded 
some assistance, for instance, through 
tariff protection. However, the Govern- 
ment expects them to benefit largely 
from the improvement in the country’s 
welfare generated by implementation of 
general economic policies designed to 
raise the national income and to achieve 
a favorable economic climate. 


Labor Legislation Enacted 

The Government dominated the labor 
scene in 1953 by the enactment of con- 
siderable labor legislation which affect- 
ed wage-price relationships. Thus, wages 
increased only 10 percent while the 
cost of living increased 25 percent, re- 
sulting in friction between the Govern- 
ment and trade unions. However, the 
danger of strikes was averted during 
the last quarter by the Government's 
announcement that 1954 would be the 
year of the workers, by the establish- 
ment of a joint Government-Labor 
Employer Committee to study labor 
problems and make recommendations 
for their solutions, and by payment of 
the customary Christmas bonus, The 
Government is to present its new pro- 
gram to aid labor early in 1954, 

Since Greece is basically an agricul- 
tural country, the record 1953 crops 
have been of especial importance to the 
national economy. Although some dam- 
age was caused by the November rains. 
and cold spell, particularly to rice, some 
cereals, cotton, and drying of fruits, 
agricultural production reached record 
heights. As a result, lower than usual 
food imports will be necessary to supply 
Greek food needs, and expansion of agri- 
cultural exports will be possible. 

Commodity price-support programs 
were continued by the Government dur- 
ing the last quarter of the year and 
appear adequate. Exports were not sub- 
sidized, although some difficulties were 
encountered in exporting olive oil and 
citrus fruits—Emb., Athens, 
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Power Output Raised 


‘In Norwegian Plants 


Electric-power output by Norwegian 

lectric plants increased by about 4 

nt during 1953 to a total of 19,143 

million kilowatt-hours. An additional 

increase in output of aboyt 7 percent is 
ted for 1954. 

Despite a substantial expansion in the 

installed capacity of the hydroelectric 

ts, the rate of increase in electrical 

output in 1953 was less than in the 

ing year because rainfall was low 

in the early months of the year. Later 

it increased and the reservoirs were full 
at the end of the year. 

The supply of electric power has not 
been sufficient to meet the constantly 
ising demand, despite postwar _expan- 
sion in output. The price of electricity 
is only slightly higher than before the 
war, but prices of imported fuel and 
wood have risen considerably. 

As a result, the tendency has been to 
replace other kinds of energy by electric 
power, where possible. The substantizel 
increase in industrial production, the 
growing population, and the extensive 
building of houses have also contributed 
to the increased demand for electricity. 
-Emb., Oslo, 


French Economic ... 


(Continued from Page 3) 
that of 1952, as shown in table 3. This 
recovery of the textile industry was a 
hopeful sign. 
Table 3.—Textile Production, 1953 


Percentage changes 
from 1958 





Industry 

Rayon and silk woven 

I Nistnsscepcnctsnccnvivcctteadsinieckes +8.7 
Cotton yarn ............ torsion +19.3 
Cotton woven fabrics .......... +-20.8 
Wool yarn .... beens +12.5 
Wool woven fabrics ............ +11.2 
Rayon staple fiber ............. 32.7 
Rayon filament yarn ........... 18.9 


A survey of the utilization of French 
productive potential reveals that about 
oe-fourth of this potential remained 
wnutilized in 1953. The percentages 
of unutilized productive capacity, by 
branch of industry, are shown in table 4. 
Table 4.—Utilization of Production Potential, 






1953 

Unutilized 

part of the 

production 

potential 

Branch of industry (in percent) 
Petroleum and motor fuels... 12 
(coal excluded) oo....ccccccccccnce 25 
Production of metals ....cccccssssouws 26 
ormation of metals ..... ~ 30 

Construction materials, ceramics, 

IND — vscacncecercerectscssece iisiaes 25 
ruction and ‘public works...... ra toad 
Cal ANGUStTIES .........ccccccccececceeeses 34 
Food smdustrics ssnentianiioad oh 31 
e industry 30 
Clothing ..................... J 27 
ther and skins 32 
ood and furniture 34 


per and cardboard ....... 
I sconninnis 27 


Although France's Ss ; foreign- ‘trade posi- 
tion improved in 1953, the visible deficit 
remained high. According to French 
foreign-trade statistics, in 1953 total 

nch imports from foreign countries 
amounted to $3,127 million, while ex- 
ports to foreign destinations reached 


March 1, 1954 


only $2,532 million, leaving a trade 
deficit of about $595 million. However, 
this was a considerable improvement 
over the preceding year, which ended 
with a trade deficit of $1,188 million. 

As the gap between imports and 
exports remained sizable, reestablish- 
ment of an equilibrium in foreign trade 
continues to be one of the major preoc- 
cupations of the Government. Various 
import restrictions and special export 
promotion measures played an important 
part in cutting down France’s 1953 
foreign-trade deficit. 

Wholesale and consumer prices in 
1953 remained relatively stable, and at 
the end of the year were below the 
level in 1952. The Government-sponsored 
price lowering campaigns met with cer- 
tain success, as indicated in table 5. 

Table 5.—Prices (1949=100) 





1952 1953 
Item average average 
Consumer =e _— 
| ip eieee st spactatsindll ry tad 
Food spies: ae 137.3 
Manufactured articles .... 1310 126.5 
Wholesale Prices 
. 144.9 138.5 
«- 131.0 125.3 
Industrial .... -- 158.2 149.8 





Despite this price decline, the prices 
of French products on international 
markets remained comparatively high 
and were not competitive with prices 
of most other European ‘countries. 

French Government economists con- 
sidered developments in the last 6 
months of 1953 as marking a definite 
improvement in the economic situation 
and as opening the way for further 
gains in the near future. They warned 
that the situation was still precarious 
and that any one of several events, 
such as a bad harvest, large-scale 
strikes, or adverse external develop- 
ments, could upset the equilibrium. 

According to a survey conducted by 
these economists, businessmen’s ex- 
pectations for 1954 were optimistic. It 
was expected that industrial production 
would continue to show a moderate 
upward swing, with an attenuation of 
the downward trend in employment. 
Business circles also expected that 
prices would remain stable, and that 
the volume of both internal trade, and 
exports would increase slightly. 





Panama Authorizes Electric 
Service Renewal Charge 


The Compania Panamena De Fuerza 
Y Luz has been authorized to collect 
$2.50 from consumers whose current has 
been shut off for nonpayment of light 
bills and who subsequently liquidate 
their bills and request that supplying of 
the current be renewed. 

The authorization was granted by 
Panamanian decree law No. 5 of Janu- 
ary 19, 1954, effective from the date of 
its promulgation, 

A company spokesman stated that the 
actual cost to the company for such 
services amounts to $5 in each instance, 
but that the company’s total losses from 
nonpayment of light bills will be amel- 
iorated to some extent, 
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Sterling Area Assets 
Increase $25 Million 


The gold and dollar assets of the 
sterling area increased by $25 million in 
January and by the end of the month 
totaled $2,543 million. 

The monthly changes in these re- 
serves since September 1952 showed a 
deficit on only two occasions—December 
1952 and December 1953, in each of 
which months interest and capital pay- 
ments of $181 million were made on the 
American and Canadian loans. 

Despite this upward trend, recovery 
was slow. These reserves, amounting to 
$3,867 million at the end of June 1951, 
dropped to $1,771 million by the end 
of February 1952, a decline of $2,096 
million in 8 months, Reserves at the 
beginning of September 1952 stood at 
$1,672 million and increased by only 
$871 million in the following 17 months. 

Receipts on account of American 
defense aid amounted to $15 million 
during January 1954, compared with a 
monthly average of some $25 million 
in 1953. In addition, the gold and dollar 
balance in the “residual” account, which 
mainly reflects the sterling area’s direct 
balance with North America, amounted 
to $14 million, a decline of $100 million 
from the December surplus. However, 
probably more than $50 million of the 
December surplus reflected purchases 
of Soviet gold, The residual account 
showed a surplus of $32 million in No- 
vember and $15 million in October 1953. 


U. K. Makes Payment to EPU 

The United Kingdom made a pay- 
ment of $4 million to the European 
Payments Union in January 1954 in 
part settlement of the- sterling area’s 
deficit with Western European countries 
in December 1953. 

Provisional data indicate that the 
sterling area had a surplus of £4.7 
million with EPU in January which will 
be settled in February, half in a gold 
payment to the United Kingdom and 
half in a reduction of the sterling area’s 
debt to EPU. This surplus would have 
been a deficit of more than £8 million 
had it not been for a payment of over 
£12.5 million by the Netherlands to 
cover the next six annual service install- 
ments on loans totaling £45 million 
made by the United Kingdom to the 
Netherlands during the war. 

It appears that the full impact of the 
liberalization of Britain and Australian 
imports from countries in the Organ- 
ization for European Economic Cooper- 
ation is being felt and that exports are 
not showing corresponding and offset- 
ting increases, 





Philippine exports of abaca to the 
United States in January-September 
1953 accounted for 35 percent of the 
total amount of abaca exported, com- 
pared with 43 percent in 1952, the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture reports. 


7 








ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Denmark Further Cuts 
Its Import Balance 


Danish imports amounted to. 6.9 bil- 
lion crowns, or about $1 billion, in 
1953, and exports totaled 6.2 billion 
crowns. The resulting import balance 
of over 700 million crowns was 36 mil- 
lion less than the comparable 1952 bal- 
ance, according to preliminary statis- 
tics published in the Danish press. 

Though 1953 imports were 263 mil- 
lion crowns above those of 1952, exports 
increased by 300 million crowns. A 
450-million-crown increase in exports of 
agricultural products was partly off- 
set by an 80-million-crown decrease in 
sugar exports and a 70-million-crown 
drop in exports of other industrial 
products. Cheese exports, to 100 differ- 
ent markets, were important in the 
development of exports. 

Although unit prices declined, 59,562 
metric tons were exported in 1953, 
compared with 531,991 tons a year 
earlier, and the value of 1953 exports 
reached 239,693,000 crowns, compared 
with 234,414,000 crowns in 1952. West- 
ern Germany, the United Kingdom, and 
Italy were the principal markets in 
1953. The United States took 1,959 
tons, compared with 1,820 tons in 1952. 

The United Kingdom was the out- 
standing source of Danish imports and 
purchaser of Danish exports, as in 1952, 
and Western Germany ranked second. 
The United States was third as the 
destination of exports and sixth as a 
source of imports. Exports to the 
United States increased from 365 mil- 
lion crowns in 1952 to 409 million 
crowns in 1953, while the corresponding 
rise in imports was from 276 million 
crowns to 309 million crowns. 





Somalia Announces Budget, 
Invites Foreign Capital 


The budget of Somalia for the 18- 
month period ending December 31, 
1954, now officially announced, calls for 
total expenditures of 132,627,000 somali 
(US$18,567,780) of which 7,470,000 
somali is for extraordinary expendi- 
tures, earmarked principally for public 
works and economic development proj- 
ects. Ordinary receipts from customs 
duties, income, and other taxes account 
for only 50,004,000 somali or 39 percent 
of total budget expenditures, the re- 
mainder being made up by a direct con- 
tribution from Italy. 

Under a United Nations Resolution, 
Italy will be the administering authority 
in Somalia until 1960, when Somalia is 
to obtain independent status. The people 
of Somalia, however, recognize that 
local financial resources are insufficient 
to meet the area’s economic develop- 
ment needs—both now and after politi- 
cal independence. Therefore, the Ter- 
ritorial Council of Somalia—composed 
of 51 members, 44 of whom are native 








lran Finds ... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


surplus. By December 1, Germany, the 
largest importer of Iranian cotton, had 
taken 7,000 tons and is expected to 
take from 12,000 to 15,000 tons of this 
year’s crop. 

Rice production reached an esablish- 
ed 350,000 tons, an increase of 60,000 
tons over 1952. An official export quota 
of 60,000 tons was set compared with 
50,000 tons in 1952. However, with last 
year’s actual rice exports reaching 80,- 
000 tons, forecasts were being made 
that rice exports in 1954 would reach 
100,000 tons. Up to the end of the 
quarter very little rice had been ex- 
ported, but a deal was pending with 
the Japanesé Government for 25,000 
tons. 

In October a new tunnel diverting 
water from Zayandeh Rud River into 
the Isfahan area doubled the area’s 
water supply, giving promise of great- 
er crop production. Favorable growth 
conditions for 1954 crops seemed to be 
promised with exceptionally good 
autumn rains and winter snows. 


By the year’s end nearly all of the 
$23.4 million of the regular assistance 
program for the fiscal year 1954 and 
$11 million of special economic asistance 
had been programed and project agree- 
ment signed. Main efforts of the pro- 
gram are in the field of agriculture, 
education, and health. Up to December 
31 under the $45-million emergency aid 
program $18.9 million had been made 
available to the Bank Melli to be sold 
to importers, $12 million obligated for 
imports of 100,000 tons of sugar, $800,- 
000 for imports of pharmaceuticals, 
$700,000 for lube oils, $1 million for 
heavy diesel trucks, $350,000 for hospital 
equipment and supplies, $105,000 for 
cement, and a further $10 million to 
cover an increase in the note issue. 


During October a U. S. engineering 
firm signed a preliminary contract with 
the Government for construction of the 
main barrage of the Karaj River Basin 
project, which when completed will 
provide hydroelectric power and a 
water-storage reservoir for Tehran as 
well as irrigation —Emb., Tehran. 





Somalis—has unanimously approved a 
policy statement designed to encour- 
age the investment of foreign capital 
in the territory. 

The full text of the statement follows: 


The undersigned Territorial Councillors of 
Somalia: 

CONVINCED that for the economic devel- 
opment of Somalia, in the country's interest, 
it is necessary that very great sums of for- 
eign private capital be rought into the 
country; 

CONVINCED, also, that it is opportune to 
give assurances on the future fate of such 
investments: 

RELIABLE interpreters of the will of the 
Somali People, give, with the present, most 
formal and solemn assurance that whatever 
private foreign interest which develops its ac- 
tivity in the Territory with capital invest- 
ment, will be respected and protected and 
will have treatment equal to that accorded 


Brazil Maintains ... 
(Continued from Page 2) 


difficulties were at a minimum untij 
toward the end of December, but it 
then became evident that the pressure 
of sharply rising living’ costs would 
soon force a major upward adjustment 
in wages. 

A reduction in the rate of industria} 
expansion resulted from such factors ag 
shortages of imported materials, power 
rationing, a decline in the inflow of 
foreign investment capital, and business 
uncertainty caused by repeated shifts 
in governmental economic policies. Over. 
all production in manufacturing and 
other major nonagricultural industries, 
however, probably reached a new high 


level in 1953. Normal rainfall .in the. 


industrial areas toward the year end 
and the operation of new units in the 
hydroelectric power system permitted 
a substantial relaxation of power 
rationing. 

Increased food production may have 
an important stabilizing influence, The 
wheat crop harvested in November and 
December was the largest on record, 
Forecasts for corn and bean crops ar 
exceptionally high, reflecting lange 
plantings by growers whose coffee suf- 
fered damage from frost. 


Policy Developments Affect Trade 


The Brazilian Government, in a sense, 
took a more liberal attitude toward 
foreign trade by making it possible 
under the new exchange-control plan 
for importers, at a price, to receive 
from abroad any desired commodity, 
Previously, many items had been em 
tirely excluded because they were con 
sidered nonessential or otherwise uh 
desirable. 

Foreign suppliers under the new sys 
tem have prospects of making at least 
token shipments of articles previously 
excluded. On the other hand, Brazil at 
the year end failed to ratify the Geneva 
Protocol to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, giving notice in that 
way that Brazil desired to be free to 
revise its import tariff upward. 

Official policy is moving toward the 
development of expanded trade with 
soft-currency countries at the expente 
of cutting into trade with the dolla 
area. Brazil has bilateral trade and 
payments agreements with 16 countries, 
and recently added Bolivia and U 
to the list. Imports from the bilateral 
agreement countries increased from 
percent of total imports in 1952 to 3 
percent in the first half of 1953. Bra 
zilian officials in recent months visited 
a number of European countries in the 
interest of furthering bilateralism— 
Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 
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native enterprises, whatever the future a 
rangement made for the country; 
THEY DESIRE that the international oF 
ganizations take note and confirm the @ 
THEY WILL BE GRATEFUL if the Italiat 
Trusteeship Administration will opportune 
spread the news of this motion. 


—Emb., Addis Ababa, 
Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Pharmaceutical Rules of 


Venezuela Summarized 


Exporters of medicinal prod- 
ucts, drugs, pharmaceuticals, and 
yeterinary products may now ob- 
tain a new circular, “Venezuela— 
Pharmaceutical Regulations,” 
which replaces the former circu- 
lar published in August 1947. 

The revision covers such sub- 
jects as registration and licensing 
requirements, registration fees, 
labeling, advertising, samples, and 
preparations subject to special re- 
strictions. The circular has been 
issued in the Business Informa- 
tion Service of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, as World 
Trade Series No. 522. It is avail- 
able at 5 cents a copy from the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or its Field 
Offices. 











Portugal Revises Its Meat 
Inspection Regulations 


Revised Portuguese regulations for 
gnitary inspection of edible animals, 
their meat, and byproducts were issued 
by Ministry of Economy Ministerial Or- 
der No. 14551, published in the Diario 
fo Governo, Lisbon, of September 24, 
1953. 
These new regulations reportedly 
may have been adopted in an effort to 
make Portuguese regulations more 
@mpatible with those of the United 
States, in the hope that Portugal may 
te declared free of hoof-and-mouth dis- 
@se and its meat products, notably 
tanned hams, thereby made eligible for 
@try into the U. S. market.—Emb., 
Lisbon. 

A copy of an official English transla- 
ton of these regulations is available 
for consultation in the European Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 





lebanon Revises Customs 


Duties on Various Items 


Lebanese customs classifications and 
tities have been revised for freon, anes- 
thesic and therapeutic gases, and hard- 
@ed rubber doors used in the manu- 
facture of refrigerators. 

The new classifications, as listed in 
&cree No. 386 (amendment No. 266), 
leased on December 30, 1953, and ef- 
fective January 5, 1954, and the new 
futies applicable to the United States, 
With former duties, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 


No. 217, Compressed. liquefied, or, solidified 

Mises: ({), Freon, exempt (11 percent); (g), 
Mesthesic and therapeutic gases, 11 percent 
(ame): (h), others, 25 percent (same). 

No. 379, Hardened rubber articles, n. e. s.: 
), Doors used in the manufacture of refrig- 
rs, 1 percent (25 percent); (b), others, 

Pereent (same). 


March 1, 1954 


Many Mexican Exports Surtax Free; 
Some Imports Clear of Duty Raise 


The 430 Mexican éxport tariff classifications now completely ex- 
empted from the 15-percent ad valorem export surcharge, under a decree 
published on February 11 and effective February 15, comprise principally 


processed goods. 


Items considered most essential to the country’s economy are 


excepted from the flat 25-percent in- 
crease in import duties. 


Among the items affected by the sur- 
tax exemption are various textiles and 
manufactures thereof; processed food- 
stuffs and beverages; pharmaceutical 
and chemical products; soaps and cos- 
metics; porcelain and glass products; 
leather and rubber goods; footwear; 
wood manufactures; paper products; 
motion picture films; sporting goods; 
steel products and miscellaneous manu- 
factures thereof; hand and mechanical 
tools; optical goods; various machinery 
and instruments; jewelry and watches; 
vehicles; firearms; and many miscella- 
neous products. 

However, not all items included with- 
in these general groupings are exempted 
from the surtax. The exemptions ap- 
parently are intended further to en- 
courage industrial exports. 

Items not affected by the decree 
remain subject to the 15-percent ad 
valorem export surtax or such portion 
thereof as is applicable by reason of 
reductions previously granted, Informa- 
tion concerning these reductions has 
been published in various issues of For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, including that 
of February 22, 1954, page 14, which 
announced the latest surtax legislation 
immediately preceding issuance of the 
decree abolishing the tax for the 430 
classifications, also announced in the 
issue of February 22, page 13, 


Duties Not Raised on Essentials 


Some items considered most essential 
to the country’s economy are to be ex- 
cepted by Executive decree from the 
flat 25-percent increase in import duties, 
and a commission composed of one rep- 
resentative each of the Ministries of 
Finance and Economy and the Bank of 
Mexico is established to consider such 
exceptions. ™ 


Concurrent with publication on Feb- 
ruary 11 of the import-duty increase, 
effective February 15 (also announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb. 22, 
p. 13), two Executive decrees were pub- 
lished excepting from the increase items 
deemed most essential to the economy. 
These include: 


Lubricating oils and greases; machin- 
ery parts; agricultural implements; 
tools; parts for automobiles; automobile 
motors and parts therefor; eggs; pow- 
dered milk; lard; wool; guano; beans; 





corn; cork; rubber; lumber; asbestos; 
carborundum; clays; aluminum; graph- 
ite; magnesium; nickel; tinplate and 
scrap; some refractory brick and tile; 
specified iron and steel bars; specified 
acids; specified drugs; specified chem- 
icals; specified insecticides; animal, veg- 
etable, and chemical fertilizers; specified 
colors and pigments; printing ink; tan- 
ning extracts; specified synthetic resins; 
unexposed film of over 16 mm.; specified 
cellulosic and wood pulp; and specified 
paper. 

Although these are the only items 
thus far expressly excepted from the 
25-percent increase, more may be in- 
cluded later when the commission begins 
its operations. Furthermore, many es- 
sential items have low import duties 
and the 25-percent increase on them 
will be relatively insignificant. Mexico's 
principal imports therefore will not be 
seriously affected, but imports of such 
items as textiles, clothing, shoes, proc- 
essed foodstuffs, and various agricul- 
tural products, most of which compete 
with domestic production and are al- 
ready subject to high import duties, will 
be further discouraged. 

This increase in import duties appar- 
ently is designed to compensate in part 
for the loss of Government revenues 
resulting from cancellation of the export 
surtax on the 430 classifications, and 
further to discourage nonessential and 
competitive imports.—Emb., Mexico. 

Information as to whether specific 
items are excepted from the 25-percent 
increase may be obtained from the 
American Republics Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington .25, D. C., or 
from the Department’s Field Offices in 
Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Denver, 
Detroit, Houston, Kansas City, Mo., Los 
Angeles, New York, Philadelphia, Phoe- 
nix, and San Francisco. 





Mexican Toys Reclassified 


A new classification, No. 81-95, “Toys 
of ordinary metal, of all kinds,” exempt 
from export duty, was established in 
the Mexican export tariff effective Feb- 
ruary 14. 

Such toys previously were included 
under classification No, 81-99, “Ordi- 
nary metal, not specified, in manufac- 
tures,” likewise exempt from export 
duty.—Diario Oficial, February 8, 1954. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Mexican Duties Raised; 
New Items Established 


Mexican import duties applicable to 
potassium and sodium sulfides, concrete 
mixers, spark plugs, wooden hand levels, 
and mine safety fuses, were increased, 
effective February 16. 

Tariff items affected, specific duties, 
in pesos per gross kilogram unless 
otherwise specified, and percent ad 
valorem duties, with former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 


6.12.65, Potassium and sulfides: 
Specific duty, 0.10; 6 percent ad valorem 
(0.10 per 100 gross kilograms and 2 percent). 

8.23.21, Machines, revolving or mixing, for 
concrete, weighing not over 2,000 kilograms: 
0.25; 5 percent. 

New classification. Previously classified as 
“machines, not specified,’’ und¢r classifica- 
tions No. 8.23.90 or 91, according to weight, 
both dutiable at 0.10 and 1 percent. 

8.65.50, Spark plugs for combustion motors: 
2.00 (0.50); 25 percent (10). 

9.01.12, Hand levels, with wood dominant in 
weight: 1.00 per legal kilogram; 10 percent. 

New classification. Previously included 
under No. 9.01.11, ‘‘telescopes, levels, sextants, 
theodolites, and compasses of all kinds.” 
Revised to exclude hand levels of wood, duti- 
able at 0.01-per legal kilogram and 1 percent. 

9.26.02, Safety fuses for mines with nucleus 
of black powder: 0.60 (0.05); 10 percent (5). 

Classification revised. Formerly read “quick 
matches and fuses for mines."’ Revision per- 
mits establishment of following two new 
classifications. 

9.26.08, Detonating fuses for mines with 
nucleus of explosives of white color: 0.05; 5 
percent. 

9.26.04, Igniting fuses (mechas encende- 
doras) for mines, with diameter up to 2% 
millimeters: 0.05; 5 percent. 


The following new import tariff 
classification was established, effective 
February 17: 


1.10.13, Viscera and glands of any kind of 
livestock and birds or scraps and cuttings of 
same, as well as of heads and adipose tissues, 
even when adhered to parts of hide, provided 
these are mixed in a proportion of less than 
10 percent and are proved to be destined for 
the manufacture of preparations for human 
alimentation; 0.20 per legal kilogram; exempt. 


—Diario Oficial, February 8 and 9, 1954. 
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Two New Peruvian Import 


Tariff Items Established 


Two new classifications have been 
established in the Peruvian import 
tariff, the first by a Supreme resolu- 
tion of September 10, 1953, and the 
latter by a Supreme resolution of Oc- 
tober 14, 1953, as follows: 


No. 2886-A, Telecommunication apparatus 
and equipment of the industrial type, such 
as radio transmitters and receivers, duplex 
equipment and wave inverters and separa- 
tors for same, wave carrier equipment, very 
high-frequency equipment, teletype equip- 
ment, etc., and their component and spare 
parts: 0.30 sole per gross kilogram (former 
duties, 4 and 5 soles per gross kilogram). 

No. 3126-A, Sulfur in powder for exclusive 
use in agriculture as insecticide or fungicide, 
up to 96-percent purity, integrated with inert 
materials (dispersing), passing a mesh of 
326 threads per inch, Duty free (former duty, 
0.10 sole per gross kilogram). 


The Peruvian unified surtax of 13% 
percent on the c.i.f. value will continue 
to be collected on imports of these 
items.—Emb., Lima. 





National Maritime Day, May 22. 
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Philippines Expected 
To Import More Beef 


Slaughter of carabaos is banned in 
the Philippines for 1 year, effective 
January 31, in order to conserve ani- 
mals required for work and breeding 
purposes. 

To offset this loss of meat the Gov- 
ernment has promised fo authorize 
larger imports of frozen and canned 
beef. Specific recommendations to this 
end have been made to the President 
and have received his approval. They 
are as follows: 

@ Established importers of frozen 
beef will be permitted to import any 
quantities needed to supply the coun- 
try’s requirements on condition that 
they charge no more than 5 percent 
above the landed cost of the beef plus 
reasonable storage charges. An extra 
allocation of foreign exchange for this 
purpose will be made by the Central 
Bank. 

@ The frozen beef will be distributed 
under supervision of PRISCO (Price 
Stabilization Corporation) to insure 
the use of regular trade channels. 

@ The dollar allocation for importa- 
tion of corned beef is increased by 
100 percent. : 

® Importation of breeding cattle and 
carabaos is to be encouraged to the 
maximum extent possible, the Central 
Bank to provide the necessary ex- 
change. 


e a 


@ Exchange also will be granted for 
importation of rawhides to replace 
carabao hides. 


Exaggerated statements that imports 
to a value of about $7 million are in. 
volved have been circulated 
press. The need actually is for far 
smaller amounts. Moreover, ample 
stocks of corned beef reportedly are 
on hand. Storage facilities for frozen 
beef are limited, and only 5 firms—4 
American and 1 Chinese—appear to be 
qualified to engage in the new frozen. 
beef business. 


The fact that all qualified importers 
are aliens has aroused considerable 
criticism, and the Government has an. 
nounced that retail distribution will be 
effected by Filipinos. 





Nine New Items Exportable 
On Pakistan Open License 


Pakistan’s open General License No, 
7, which permits the exportation of 
specified commodities without specific 
export licenses, is now expanded by the 
addition of nine items. 

These additional items are: Shoddy, 
or reclaimed wool; certain types of wool 
waste; jute waste; certain types of foot. 
wear; brass cocks and valves; benzoin; 
henna leaves; chased brassware; and 
dried blood of animals. 

With these additions, 118 items may 
now be freely exported from Pakistan 
without specific export licenses, 





The Federal Republic of Germany 
on February 17 freed approximately 
2,000 commodities for import from 
dollar areas without quantitative 
restrictions. 

The list of items which now may 
be imported freely includes such 
traditional U. S. exports as cotton, 
lard, tobacco, most nonferrous met- 
als, petroleum products, certain 
chemicals, specialized industrial and 
electrical machinery and equipment, 
and special-purpose motor vehicles. 


Previously imports of these items 
from dollar areas were under quanti- 
tative limitations. 

This new action is an important 
step toward reestablishing free, com- 
petitive trade between Western Ger- 
many and the United States without 
discrimination against dollar goods 
because of balance-of-payments con- 
siderations. Commodities on the 
free list account for about one-third 
of the value of German imports from 
the United States in 1953. 

The German Government will con- 
tinue to require import and foreign 





West Germany Eases Controls on 
Import of Dollar Goods 


exchange licenses for these items, 
but such licenses will be granted 
freely and expeditiously. Individual 
procurement authorizations will no 
longer be required for the commodi- 
ties listed. No change is made in 
regulations governing imports of 
commodities not included on the list. 

The import liberalization does not 
yet apply to West Berlin, although 
the Berlin City Council is expected 
to adopt an identical measure soon. 
Also, the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many is expected to add additional 
items to the free list when the ef- 
fects of this first step have been 
evaluated. 

The complete list of commodities 
affected by the liberalization was 
published in the German Official Ga- 
zette (BUNDESANZEIGER) No. 33 
of February 17, 1954. The list (in 
German) is available for reference 
in the European Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington, 
D. C., and will shortly be available 
for inspection at the Department's 
Field Offices. 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 








Pakistan Opens Second 
Stock Exchange 


The East Bengal Stock Ex- 
change will open in March at 
Narayanganj, according to the 
Acting President of the Dacca- 
Narayanganj Chamber of Com- 
merce. The establishment of such 
an exchange has been under con- 
sideration and negotiation for 
many months. Although West 
Pakistan has a stock exchange at 
Karachi, this will be the first in 
East Pakistan. 

The Acting President added that 
there will be a market room for 
the jute and jute goods trade, 
which he expects greatly to fa- 
cilitate market trading, as well as 
discourage speculation. He antici- 
gates that most jute business will 
now be conducted in the exchange, 
making it unnecessary for traders 
to make daily tours to outlying 
business houses to assess market 
rates. 














Factory Equipment Show 
Scheduled in London 


The Second Annual Factory Equip- 
ment Exhibition will be held at the 
Horticultural Halls, Greycoats Street, 
Westminster, London, S, W. 1., March 
22-26. 

Particular emphasis will be laid on 
maintenance and layout of works and 
factories; manufacture, lifting, moving, 
storage, and packing of goods; employee 
welfare and safety; and the keeping of 
records and maintenance of stores and 
progress systems. 

The object of the exhibition is to pro- 
vide the right atmosphere to enable 
manufacturers to demonstrate their 
products and to stimulate the interest 
of factory executives in the most mod- 
em equipment used in many branches 
of industrial activity. 

Further information can be had from 
the Exhibition Organizer, J. E. Holds- 
worth, 117 Kingsway, London, W. C. 2. 





France Lowers Rediscount 


Rates on Public Bills 


The Bank of France rediscount rate 
Was reduced from 3% percent to 3% 
percent on February 4. 

A reduction of % point was also made 
in the rates applying to the purchase of 
public bills having a maturity of less 
than 3 months and on 30-day advances 
On public bills. The rate for advances 
on securities, 4% percent, remains un- 
changed. 

The last previous change in the re- 
discount rate, a reduction from 4 to 3% 
percent, was on September 17, 1953. 


March 1, 1954 





Quebec Income Tax Up for Approval 


The Province of Quebec under a bill 
now before its legislature would collect 
taxes on personal incomes of Provincial 
residents retroactive to January 1, 1954. 
About 305,000 persons are expected to 
come within the scope of this tax law 
and about $25 million would be derived 
from the assessments. 


The tax would approximate 15 per- 
cent of the Federal income tax rates. 
Thus, whereas Federal rates range from 
15 percent to 80 percent, the Provincial 
rates would be from 2.3 to 12 percent. 


Exemptions of $3,000 are provided for 
married persons and $150 for each child. 
Single persons would have an exemption 
of $1500. Parents could claim $400 for 
each son or daughter over 21 years of age 
attending university full time. 

The income of a taxpayer under the 
bill is his income from all sources, in- 
side or outside the Province, and in- 
cludes income from business, property, 
offices, and employment. Taxpayers who 
pay income tax to another Province or 
to a foreign country would be entitled 
to a deduction to avoid double taxation. 

The tax rates would be as follows: 

@ 2.3 percent of taxable amount not 
exceeding $1,000. 

@ $23 plus 2.6 percent of that part 
of the amount exceeding $1,000 but 
not $2,000. 

@ $9 plus 2.9 percent of that part 
of the amount exceeding $2,000 but 
not $4,000. 

® The scale is listed up to a taxable 
amount exceeding $400,000, on which 
the tax would be $40,497 plus 12 percent 
of the amount exceeding $400,000. 

Provision is made for deduction of 
the tax at the source by employers. In- 
dividuals whose taxes cannot be de- 
ducted at the source would be required 
to pay one-fourth of the tax in each 
of four payments falling due on March 
31, June 30, September 30, and Decem- 
ber 31. 

The provincial government would be 
authorized to spend during the 1954-55 
fiscal year up to $12.5 million of the tax 
revenue for education, public health, and 
other social measures. 


Tax Deducted From Federal Levy 

Under the provisions of section 32 
of the Federal Income Tax Act, indi- 
viduals who also pay a Provincial in- 
come tax may either deduct such pay- 
ments from their Federal personal in- 
come tax or deduct 5 percent of the 
Federal income tax from the tax other- 
wise payable, whichever amount is the 
lesser. The effect of this Federal con- 
cession is to reduce the net tax increase 
facing Quebec taxpayers under the pro- 
posed Provincial personal income tax 
rates. 

If the new bill is passed it will be the 
first personal income tax levied in 
Quebec since 1941, although the Province 


has been free to collect such a tax 
since 1946, when the Wartime Federal- 
Provincial Tax Agreement expired. 
Under this agreement all Provinces 
vacated the personal and corporate tax 
field to the Federal Government from 
1941 to 1946, inclusive, in return for 
which the Federal Government made an- 


nual payments to the Provinces on the 
basis of population and gross national 
production. New tax rental agreements 
were entered into in 1946, but Quebec 
and Ontario did not join. The latest re- 
newal, for a 5-year period beginning 
April 1, 1952, was entered into by all the 
Provinces except Quebec. If this bill 
is passed, Quebec will thus be the only 
Canadian Province imposing personal 
income taxes, 

Quebec also is the only Province 
which collects its own tax on corporate 
income, the rate of which is 7 percent. 
This tax is in addition to the Federal 
corporation income tax of 18 percent on 
the first $20,000 of earnings and 47 per- 
cent on that part in excess of $20,000. 
However, to place Quebec companies on 
an even footing taxwise with companies 
in other Provinces the Federal Gover- 
ment allows Quebec companies a credit 
against the Federal corporate income 
tax equal to 7 percent of earned profits. 





Lebanon Revises Stamp Tax 


The Lebanese stamp tax is now cal- 
culated on a percentage basis of the 
face value of loan certificates, or if the 
face value is not shown,-on the market 
value. 


The basis of assessment for stamp 
taxes was revised by a law promulgated 
on January 11. 

New tax rates, with former rates in 
parentheses are as follows: On.stocks 
(shares), 0.2 percent (L£0.01 per L£1); 
on debentures, 0.1 percent (L£0.005 per 
L£1) (L£1=—US$0.4563). 

A stamp tax is assessed in Lebanon 
on loan certificates — provisional or 
definite—issued by the State, munici- 
palities, or public institutions; stocks or 
debentures of corporations, companies, 
or enterprises having their head offices 
in Lebanon; securities of foreign gov- 
ernments, cities, and public institutions; 
and any transferrable securities issued 
by local or foreign corporations, com- 
panies, or enterprises, which are intro- 
duced, negotiated, or offered for sale 
in Lebanon.—Emb., Beirut. 





France and Switzerland have signed 
two new agreements on double taxa- 
tion. One is designed to avoid double 
taxation on income and fortunes; and 
the other provides new regulations gov- 
erning inheritance taxation. 
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Mexican Transport Tax 
Relaxed for Airlines 


Foreign aviation companies operat- 
ing in Mexico during 1954 are required 
to pay the Mexican transportation tax 
on passenger and freight services only 
on that portion of their earnings de- 
rived from travel over Mexican terri- 
tory, according to a Mexican Treasury 
circular effective January 21 and pub- 
lished in the Diario Oficial of Jan- 
uary 22. 


The tax amounts to 8 percent on 
passenger service and 4 percent on 
freight service. 

The new circular amends that por- 
tion of the Federal Tax Law on 
Freight and Passenger Transport Serv- 
ices, published in the Diario Oficial of 
January 6, and effective January 21, 
which provides that the basis for as- 
sessing the tax on passenger and freight 
transport services should be on the 
total cost of these services, even when 
the itineraries include one or more 
points abroad. 


Mexican Firms Exempted 


Mexican aviation companies, on the 
other hand, are exempt from payment 
of the transport tax, even when their 
itineraries include one or more points 
abroad. Aviation companies which sell 
abroad round trip tickets to Mexico 
also are exempt from payment of the 
tax. 

Foreign and domestic transport serv- 
ices by land or sea are taxable under 
the law at rates of 5.50 and 2.20 per- 
cent, respectively, for passengers and 
freight. Exempt from this tax are the 
following: 

@ National maritime companies in 
coastwise service, provided such service 
is between two Mexican ports on the 
same seaboard. 

@ National and foreign maritime 
companies transporting petroleum 
which is for export. 

@ Maritime companies selling abroad 
round trip tickets to Mexico. 

@ Maritime or air transport for the 
account of a foreign government, in 
cases of reciprocity. 





Mexico Conforms Income Tax 
Rules to Changes in Law 


New income tax regulations have 
been promulgated by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment to bring them into line with 
the changes effected by the new In- 
come Tax Law of December 30, 1953 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, Feb. 
15, 1954, p. 13). 

These regulations, published in the 
Official Gazette, February 10, 1954, su- 
persede those of December 29, 1941, 
and the amendments thereto. 

The new regulations, like the old, are 
devoted principally to details concern- 
ing the mechanics of income taxation 
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Argentina Offers Investment Prospects 


A list of Argentine industrial and 
mining activities for which preference 
will be given in the approval of invest- 
ment projects has been issued by the 
Argentine Interdepartmental Commis- 
sion, established to consider applica- 
tions for the investment of foreign cap- 
ital. 


The list, which includes a number of 
industries already established in Ar- 
gentina, but with a capacity inadequate 
for domestic requirements, is as fol- 
lows: 

@ Production of pig iron and com- 
mon and special steels, aluminum, and 
copper. 

@ Mining of asbestos, sulfur, copper, 
tin, iron, manganese, precious metals, 
beryl, mica, and wolfram. 

@ Production of acids and alkalis, 
sodium carbonate, caustic soda, carbon 
black, urea, phenol, acetic anhydride, 
various plastics, and organic and in- 
organic dyes. 


@ Manufacture of electrochemical 


products, including silicon carbide, 
sodium cyanide, calcium cyanamide, 
graphite and electrodes, algae and 


derivatives, insecticides and herbicides, 
solvents, refractory materials, X-ray 
and photographic film, optical glass, 
and pharmaceutical products, especially 
antibiotics and sulfa drugs. 


@ Manufacture of tractors, diesel 
motors, automotive vehicles, machine 
tools, refrigeration equipment, mining 





Dollar Allocation Made for 
U. S. Goods at German Fairs 


An allocation of 800,000 German 
marks (approximately US$190,000) for 
industrial goods and 1,200,000 German 
marks (approximately US$285,000) for 
agricultural commodities has been made 
by the German Government for the 
benefit of American exhibitors at Ger- 
man fairs during the first 6 calendar 
months of 1954, according to dispatches 
from HICOG, Bonn, Germany. 

Under the quota for agricultural 
products in general, a limitation of 50,- 
000 German marks applies to imports 
at German fairs of flour; groats, grits, 
ete.; noodle products; fruit, canned 
vegetables, fruit juices, and fruit con- 
centrates; wine; and honey. 

Specific information may be obtained 
upon request from the International 
Trade Development Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce. U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

A list of fairs, including those to be 
held this spring in Germany, appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, February 
1, 1954, page 23. 





and collection of the tax. As such, they 
will be of primary interest to persons 
and companies already subject to Mexi- 
can income taxation. 


and construction equipment, railroad 


equipment, medical and scientific in. 
struments, machinery for the produc 
tion and transmission of electrical en- 
ergy, telecommunications equipment, 
synthetic fibers, and textile containers 
using natural fibers. 

Other activities included in the list 
are the fish canning and oil hydrogen- 
ation industries and the industria} 
treatment and impregnation of woods, 

The commission's announcement 
makes clear that approval of applica. 
tions will not necessarily be limited to 
the industries enumerated. It is be. 
lieved, however, that applications for 
new installations in fields adequately 
supplied by existing facilities will not 
receive favorable consideration.—Emb, 
Buenos Aires, 





Cedula Tax Rates Modified 


In Dominican Republic 


Rates for the cedula tax (see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Jan. 29, 1951, p. 12) 
have been modified by Law No. 3678, 
The cedula, the principal direct tax 
of the Dominican fiscal system, is @ 
head tax collected through means of 
the required identity card (cedula) and 
is based on income and pro6perty. 

The effect of the new legislation is 
to change the tax brackets and in- 
crease their number from 30 to 35, nar- 
rowing the range ,of income for each 
bracket and generally effecting an in- 
crease in the rate for any given in- 
come or total assets held. In several 
of the brackets the rate is unchanged, 
and in one it is decreaSed. Percentage 
increases range from 10 to 41 and af- 
fect most brackets.—Emb., Ciudad Tru- 
jillo. 

Details on specific rates may be ob- 
tained on request from the America 
Republics Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 





International Spring Fair 
Planned in Netherlands 


The Internationa] Spring Fair, or- 
ganized by the Royal Netherlands In- 
dustries Fair, will be held in Utrecht, 
the Netherlands, March 30-April 8, 1954. 

Among the 3,500 manufacturers and 
traders represented at this fair will be 
a number from Great Britain, Germany, 
and the United States. The fair will be 
divided into two main sections—the 
Vredenburg site, where consumer goods 
and household articles will be exhibited; 
and the Croeselaan site, which will 
house engineering goods and industrial 
equipment. 

Foreign visitors to the Utrecht Fait 
will receive a free admission ticket for 
the period of the fair. 

Additional information may be had 
from the Royal Netherlands Industries 
Fair International, Utrecht, Nether- 
lands, 
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WORLD TRADE LEADS 





The Argentine Ministry of Foreign 
Trade has created an office whose 
function will be to assist and advise 
poth local and foreign firms interested 
jn initiating or expanding import and 
export activities. The new office, known 
as Service of Assistance and Orienta- 
tion (Servicio de Asesoramiento y 
Orientacion), will be under the Gen- 
eral Export and Import Bureau of the 
Ministry. 

The office will provide information 
regarding the legal requirements for 
importing and exporting, as well as 
particular procedures applying to in- 
dividual ‘products. It will also provide 
information regarding world. markets 
to local agricultural exporters and will 
have available data on domestic markets 
for interested foreign exporters. Offers 
from foreign firms to sell or buy prod- 
ucts in Argentina will be disseminated 
to the local trade. 

In effect, the new agency is expected 
to serve as a clearing house for general 
information on foreign commerce, and 


Bolivia-Brazil To Build 
Steel Railroad Bridge 


The Bolivian Brazilian Mixed Rail- 
road Commission has issued a call for 
bids for the construction of a steel rail- 
road bridge over the Rio Grande River 
which will connect the Brazilian rail- 
road system with the new branch line 
constructed in Bolivia from the -river 
to Santa Cruz. ts 

The Rio Grande River, a tributary of 
the Amazon River and a boundary be- 
tween Bolivia and Brazil, is located in a 
completely undeveloped section and con- 
ditions are said to be virtually primitive. 

Application for the specifications, 
which are not yet available, may be 
made to one of the following: Ministerio 
de Obras Publicas, Direccion General de 
Ferrocarriles, Edificio “La Urbana,” 
Avenida Camacho, La Paz, Bolivia; or 
Comision Mixta Ferroviaria Boliviano- 
Brasilena, which has offices at Calle 
Florencio de Abreu No. 157, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, and Andar Sala 709, Calle San 
Jose No. 85, Salas 206 and 209, Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 

Each set of documents, including spec- 
ifications and maps, will cost approx- 
imately US$10. 








U. S. exports of manufactured food- 
stuffs in November 1953 rose to a total 
of $75.8 million from $60.6 million in 
the preceding month, according to the 
Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 

This increase resulted primarily from 

ces in exports of milled rice, 
Which rose to $21.4 million from $13.9 
ion; and meat and meat products, 
Which increased to $8.9 million from $5 
million; x 
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Argentina Opens Trade Information Office 


to provide a central point to which in- 
terested firms may direct their inquiries. 
Inquiries may be addressed to Serv- 
icio de Asesoramiento y Orientacion, 
Direccion General de Exportacion 
Importacion, Ministerio de Comercio 
Exterio, Buenos Aires; Argentina. 





Syria Invites Bids on 
Hydroelectric Plant 


A call for bids covering a hydroelec- 
tric plant to be constructed at Souk 
Wadi Barada, Syria, has been issued by 
the Administration of Electricity and 
Tramways of Damascus. The book of 
conditions on this project may be ob- 
tained upon application and payment 
to the Administration of S£100 (US$28). 

Firms wishing to participate in the 
bidding must submit applications; not 
later than March 15, giving the follow- 
ing information: 

@ Name of the participating individ- 
ual or firm, nature of the company, its 
capital and reserves, and date and num- 
ber of its registration in the commer- 
cial register. 

@ Nationality of the participant. 

@ Legal residence. 

@ Business of the individual or, if a 
company, its object as defined by 
statutes. 

@ Technical references indicating, in 
particular, the qualifications of the par- 
ticipant or the technicians attached to 
the firm, or the kind of operations in 
which the firm specializes. 

@ Similar works previously executed, 
their purpose, importance, and country 
where they were undertaken. 

Firms chosen to participate in the 
bidding will be notified by the Admin- 
istration not later than March 31, and 
bids will be opened on April 15: 





New Zealand May Buy 
Ski Equipment 


The New Zealand Customs 
Department reportedly has an- 
nounced that applications will be 
considered for licenses to import 
ski equipment from dollar sources 
during 1954. Under the adminis- 
tration of New Zealand’s import 
licensing regulations relating to 
goods from dollar areas, this an- 
nouncement means that the Gov- 
ernment is in fact prepared to 
issue licenses for these items. 


U. S. producers of ski equipment 
who are not already represented 
in New Zealand may wish to in- 
vestigate the possibility of devel- 
oping a market for their products 
in that country. 











Egypt To Buy Equipment 
For Fire Fighting 


The Fire Fighting Administration of 
the Egyptian Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs, Cairo, is inviting bids 
until March 15 for the supply of the 
following fire-fighting equipment: 

@ 10 large fire-fighting automotive 
trucks with necessary equipment. 


-@ 22 small fire-fighting automotive 
trucks with necessary equipment. 

@ 1 pickup towing automobile. 

@ 4 towing automobiles with box of 
fire-fighting accessories. 

e 4 fire-fighting towed pumps. 

@ 500 hoses with nozzles and at- 
tachments. 

@ 25 liquid foam generators capable 
of producing 400 gallons per minute. 

e@ 4 liquid foam generators capable 
of producing 1,000 gallons per minute. 

@ 4,000 gallons of foam compound in 
barrels or 4- to 5-gallon round tins. 

Bids must be submitted through an 
agent established in Egypt to the Di- 
rector General, Fire Fighting Adminis- 
tration, Ministry of Municipal and~ 
Rural Affairs, Cairo, and must be ac- 
companied by a provisional deposit of 
2 percent of the value of the bid. 

Specifications, which are _ available 
only in Arabic, may be obtained from 
local agents. 





Ceylon in Market to Purchase 
Paper, Woodpulp Board 


The Government of Ceylon is inviting 
bids until May 11, for the supply of the 
following paper products required by 
the Government Stores Department in 
Colombo: 

A total of 800 reams of art paper, 
600 reams of supercalendered white 
printing paper, 27,900 reams of white 
printing paper, 1,000 reams of white 
cartridge paper, 1,700 reams of high rag 
content share-certificate-policy paper, 
1,250 reams of ledger paper, 200 reams 
of machine-glazed poster paper, 7,500 
reams of newsprint paper, 4,000 reams 
of tinted printing paper, 400,000 pieces 
of woodpulp board, and 800 reams of 
unglazed kraft paper. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. For 
bidding purposes, these documents may 
be obtained upon request from the 
Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyoming 
Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be submitted to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Ceylon. 
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Ceylon Asks Bids for Supply 
Delivery of Textile Products 


Bids are invited by the Government 
of Ceylon until May 4 for the supply 
and delivery of 15,000 white cotton bed 
covers, size 92” by 56”; 10,000 yards of 
all wool gray flannel, 27%” wide, in 40- 
or 50-yard pieces; and 3,000 yards of 
coarse navy blue serge, 56” wide, in 
50-yard pieces. These materials are re- 
quired by the Government Stores De- 
partment. 

A copy of the specifications is avail- 
able for review on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. For bidding purposes, these doc- 
uments may be obtained upon request 
from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 Wyo- 
ming Avenue NW., Washington, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Finance, P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Ceylon. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementa information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


In the United States 


Motion Picture Equipment: 

New Zealand—Rogers & Townsend 
(inventors and patenters), 24 Mount 
Pleasant Rd., Wellington, wish to enter 
into a licensing agreement with an 
American firm for the manufacture and 
distribution in the United States of 
what the inventors claim to be an im- 
proved motion picture screen. Accord- 
ing to the inventors, this screen will 
produce superior results, and total man- 
ufacturing costs are said to be very 
little higher than the actual cost of 
materials used. The screen can be made 
of various materials, but plastic or rub- 
berized fabrics give the best results. It 
is curved and has a special embossed 
metallic surface, a combination which 
the inventors claim produces great 
depth of focus, brilliance, improved 
color rendition, and better definition 
when viewed from acute angles. Screen 
is covered by U. S. patent No. 2,365,010 
issued December 12, 1944, and by pat- 
ents or provisional patents in 14 other 
countries. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 


In Foreign Countries 


* Chemicals: 

Germany — Desowag Chemie-Gesell- 
schaft m. b. H. (manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter of organic and inorganic 
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chemicals), 83 Bismarckstrasse, Dues- 
seldorf, wishes to manufacture under 
license in Germany U. S. chemical prod- 
ucts. Firm is interested only in well- 
known brands of outstanding quality 
which can meet the strictest require- 
ments of the trade as well as official 
testing institutions. 


Construction Materials: 


Austria — Baustoffgrosshandlung 
Werk Thannenberger (manufacturer 
and wholesaler of building materials, 
wholesaler of plastics and floor cover- 
ings), 46 Schallmooser Hauptstrasse, 
Salzburg, wishes to manufacture under 
license in Austria new types of building 
materials. 


Firearms: 


France—Manufacture d’'Armes et de 
Cycles de Chatellerault (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 36 avenue Wil- 
son, Chatellerault, Vienne, wishes to 
enter into a working or licensing agree- 
ment with an American firm for the 
production and/or assembly in France 
of firearms for sportsmen. Firm states 
that its plant is adequately equipped for 
doing machining and large-scale pro- 
duction work, but has limited facilities 
for doing metal or boiler work. Cor- 
respondence in French preferred. 


Household Goods: 

France—Manufacture d’Armes et de 
Cycles de Chatellerault (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 36 avenue Wil- 
son, Chatellerault, Vierne, wishes to 
enter into a working or licensing agree- 
ment with an American firm for the 
production and/or assembly in France 
of household refrigerators and appli- 
ances and sewing machines. Firm states 
that its plant is adequately equipped for 
doing machining and large-scale pro- 
duction work, but has limited facilities 
for doing metal or boiler work. Cor- 
respondence in French preferred. 


Machinery: 

Belgium—Ateliers J. Hanrez S. A. 
{mechanical engineers; manufacturer 
and exporter of industrial heating in- 
stallations, mining and quarrying equip- 
ment, mechanical and precision equip- 
ment, equipment for manufacturing 


glassware and ceramics), Monceau-sur- ~ 


Sambre, wishes to arrange for the man- 
ufacture under license in Belgium of 
American specialties, principally small 
and precision mechanical engineering 
work. Illustrated folder (in French) 
describing firm’s manufactures avail- 
able.* 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Metal Products: 

Austria—Alfred Grass K. G. Metallver- 
arbeitung (manufacturer of lubrication 
fittings, grease guns, pneumatic faucets, 
miners’ lamps, screws, and other metal 
products), Hoechst, Vorarlberg, wishes 
to manufacture under license in Austria 
U. S.-patented metal products, particu- 
larly those which can be mass-produced. 
Firm owns a modern factory whose 








Chemical Industry in 
Europe Surveyed ~- 


The publishers of the German 
technical periodical, “Chemische 
Industrie,” have issued a special 
edition entitled “Europa’s Chem- 
ische Industrie.” 

This edition covers the postwar 
development and present status 
of the chemical industry in Bel- 
gium, Denmark, Germany, Fin- 
land, France, Great Britain, the 
Netherlands, Italy, Norway, Aus- 
tria, Portugal, Sweden, Switzer- 
land, and Spain. The articles, 
written by experts of the coun- 
tries surveyed, are in German, 
with prefaces in English, French, 
and Spanish. 

A copy is available for consul- 
tation in the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 

Copies may be purchased .from 
Verlag Handelsblatt GmbH, 











Duesseldorf, Germany, for $2.50 
each. 
equipment includes automatic lathes 


and grinders and pressing and stamping 
machines. No participation in manage 
ment by licensor is offered, but an 
agreed royalty would be paid. 

Motors: 

France—Manufacture d’Armes et de 
Cycles de Chatellerault (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 36 avenue Wil 
son, Chatellerault, Vienne, wishes to 
enter into a working or licensing agree- 
ment with an American firm for the 
production and/or assembly in France 
of motors. Firm states that its plants 
adequately equipped for doing machi» 
ing and large-scale production work, 
but has limited facilities for doing 
metal or boiler work. Correspondence 
in French preferréd. 


Plastic Products: 

Austria — Baustoffgrosshandlung 
Werk Thannenberger (manufacturer 
and wholesaler of building materials 
wholesaler of plastics and floor cover 
ings), 46 Schallmooser Hauptstrass¢ 
Salzburg, wishes to manufacture under 
license in Austria new types of plastié 
materials. Firm considers market com 
ditions to be very favorable, claiming 0 
be the only wholesaler of plastic mat® 
rials in western Austria. 


England—V. C. Panels, Ltd. (mani 
facturer and exporter of plastic pro} 
ucts), Leyborne Wharf, Horton Bridge 
Rd., West Drayton, Middlesex, wishe 
to manufacture under license in Eng 
land plastic panels for table tops, bat 
counters, sink units, etc., or similat 
products. F 
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Supplementary information, in 

the form of literature, catalogs, 

photographs, price lists, or sam- 

ples, is available in specific in- 

gtances as indicated by symbol 

(*), from the Commercial Intel- 

ligence Division, Bureau of For- 

eign Commerce, U. 8. Department 

of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C 

Automotive Parts and Accessories: 
Germany—Martin Stuercken & Co. 
G m. b. H. (manufacturers’ export 
sales representative), 9 Langenstrasse, 
Bremen, offers to export direct or 
through agent spare parts and accesso- 
ries for automobiles and trucks of all 
makes (including U. S. makes), such as 
axle shafts, pistons, disc wheels, gas- 
kets, gears, and springs. Firm states 
that the spare parts for U. S.-made 
yehicles are obtained from West Ger- 
man manufacturers who have been pro- 
ducing these items for the U. S. Occu- 
pation Forces and are now in a position 
to export. 


Belt Preservative: 

Austria — Otto Maria Weinzinger’s 
Adhaesol-Werk (manufacturer, export 
merchant), 45 Rossauerlaende, Vienna 
IX, offers to export direct or through 
agent 16 metric tons per month of a 
preservative for motor belts. Samples 
available upon application to firm. 


Cement: 

Germany—Martin Stuercken & Co., 
Gm. b. H. (manufacturers’ export 
sales representative), 9 Langenstrasse, 
Bremen, offers to export direct or 
through agent portland cement in quan- 
tities according to order, 


Chains: “ 
Germany—Carl Clarus (manufactur- 
er, exporter), 80 Vorhallerstrasse, Hag- 
en-Vorhalle, offers to export direct or 
through agent. refined steel chains for 
mining and shipping. Illustrated leaflet 
(in German) available.* 


China, Earthen, and Porcelain Ware: 
Japan—Nippon Bussan Boeki Kabu- 
shiki Kaisha (Japan Products Trading 
Co., Ltd.) (manufacturer, exporter), No. 
6 Tamura-cho 6-chome, Shiba, Minato- 
ku, Tokyo, offers to export direct 500 
sets monthly of grade A china flower 
pots with base, blue or pink in color, 
2.5 mm. square; and poréelain and 
earthenware dishes, including cups, 
Saucers, soup and meat plates, platters, 
oval dishes, ash trays, and toy tea sets, 
the latter in blue willow pattern. Firm 
had no experience in exporting 
dishes to the United States and would 
like to receive from prospective buyers 
samples or sketches showing types, size, 
design, and color desired. Upon receipt 
of specifications, samples will be pre- 
pared by the firm and returned to the 
buyer together with price and delivery 
data. Independent inspection by foreign 


Sirveyors at buyer’s request and ex- 
Pense. 
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Clocks: 


Germany—August Schwer, Kucku- 
ckuhrenfabrik (Cuckoo Clock’ Factory), 
(manufacturer, exporter), 8 Schwendi- 
strasse, Triberg, Baden, offers to export 
direct good-quality Black Forest clocks, 
including Jockele, cuckoo, and musical 
cuckoo clocks; 2,000 Jockele and 600 to 
800 cuckoo clocks available per month. 
Independent quality inspection at plant 
in Triberg, Baden, Germany, at seller’s 
expense. Illustrated catalog and price 
list available.* 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Japan—Fujibayashi Shoten (manu- 
facturer, exporter), No. 292 Kami-ooka, 
Minami-ku, Yokohama, offers to export 
direct first-quality Japanese kimonos or 
“happy coats” of rayon or silk, one order 
to contain not less than 150 pieces; and 
pajamas and gowns of brocade rayon or 
silk, one order to contain not less than 
500 pieces of assorted sizes. Firm states 
that garments can be supplied ready- 
made in standard sizes or made to order 
in accordance with specified sizes;- and 
orders must be accompanied by meas- 
urements to indicate required sizés. 
Quality inspection before shipment by 
Yokohama Silk and Rayon Goods Ex- 
port Association at seller’s expense. 


Electrical Materials: 


Germany—Joachim Stadach K. G. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Untergroenin- 
gen, Wuerttemberg, offers to export 
direct or through agent best quality 
electrical switches, sockets, and plugs 
in quantities according to order. Inde- 
pendent quality inspection by Wuert- 
tembergischer Spielwarenindustriever- 
band (Wuerttemberg Toy Manufactur- 
ers Association), Stuttgart, Germany, 


Foodstuffs: 


France—Nougats de la Vieille France 
et du Canard Sauvage (manufacturer, 
retailer, wholesaler, exporter), Monteli- 
mar (Drome), offers to export direct or 
through agent 5 metric tons per month 
of very good quality nougats made of 
sugar, glucose, whites of eggs, and 
almonds. . 


Frames: 


Sweden—Aktiebolaget Industrius 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
35 Stora Nygatan, Malmo, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent highest 
quality handmade square and oval 
frames, such as picture, miniature, pho- 
tograph, and cabinet frames and antique 
ovals, stain and polished, in black, bone, 
walnut, dark brown, and imitation ivory 
synthetic resin. Quantities according to 
agreement. Samples available from 
producer free of charge upon request. 


Gift Articles: 

Netherlands—Luxe Houtwaren en 
Souvenirs UNICA (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 21 Ooiweg, Apeldoorn, offers to 
export direct or through agent deco- 
rated wooden souvenirs and gift items, 
such as photograph frames, cigarette 
boxes, wall plates, and candy dishes. 
Quantities according to agreement. 
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Austria To Purchase 
Polyvinyl Chloride 


» Purchases of polyvinyl chloride 
to a value of $100,000 may be 
made by the Government of Aus- 
tria under a recent Foreign Oper- 
ations Administration procurement 
authorization. Authorized sources 
of supply are the United States 
and possessions and Canada, and 
the period during which purchases 
may be made extends to May 31, 
1954. ; 

Details concerning requirements 
may be obtained from the Aus- 
trian importers: who have been 
authorized to purchase this mate- 
rial. These firms are: Doerfler & 
Co., Bachgasse 23, Vienna XVI; 
Huber & Drott, Johannesgasse, 
Vienna I; Felten & Guilleaume 
A.G., Kaiserstrasse 54, Vienna X; 
Kabel-and Drahtwerke A.G., Os- 
waldgasse 33, Vienna XII; Gebauer 
& Griller, Rossauerlaende 39, Vi- 
enna IX; and Johann Penng, 
Thoerl bei Aflenz, Steiermark. 











Samples available from producer upon 
request. 


Hotel Equipment: 

Sweden—Vict. Th. Engwall Maskin 
AB. (manufacturer, exporter, whole- 
saler), Gavle (Gefle), offers to export 
direct or through four regional agents 
(east, south, midwest, and west coast), 
automatic dishwashers .and coffee per- 
colators for hotels and _ restaurants, 
made of good-quality Swedish stainless 
steel. Firm can export about $40,000 
worth of equipment annually. Illustrated 
catalog (in Swedish) available.* Catalog 
in English shortly will be available 
from manufacturer upon request. 


Jewelry: 

Austria—Austro-American Buying Of- 
fice Ges. m. b. H. (export merchant), 
3 Anichstrasse, Innsbruck, Tyrol, offers 
to export direct or, preferably, through 
four jobbers located in the west, mid- 
west, south, and east, rhinestone jewelry. 


Firm can supply up to $50,000 worth 
monthly. 


Machine Tools: 

Germany—Metallgusswerk und 
Armaturenfabrik Leonhard Mohr K. G. 
(Foundry and Plumbing Equipment 
Factory) (manufacturer, exporter), 19 
Kleinbachstrasse, Karlsruhe-Durlach, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
12 dividing heads per month. Specifica- 
tions: Height of centers—85, 130, and 
150 mm. Independent quality inspection 
at manufacturer’s plant in Karlsruhe- 
Durlach, at buyer’s expense, Catalog 
available.* 


Metal Products: 

Germany—Martin Stuercken & Co. 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturers’ export sales 
representative), 9 Langenstrasse, Bre- 
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men, offers to export direct or tHrough 
agent semifinished metal products, such 
as tubes, rods, and plates made of iron, 
steel, and nonferrous metals. 
Wales—Brown, Lenox & Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer of steel castings, chain 
eable, and anchors), Pontypridd, Glam- 
organshire, is interested in contracting 
to manufacture for U. S. firms steel 
castings in any size up to 2 tons finished 
weight, fully machined or in cast condi- 
tion. Alternatively, firm would be will- 
ing to enter into an agreement to pro- 
duce castings for a U. S. manufacturer 
who is organizing a subsidiary in the 
United Kingdom. List of products and 
services offered by firm available.* 


Minerals: 

Egypt—Red Sea Mining & Quarries 
Office (Maher Soliman) (consulting and 
mining engineer for mine owners), 
15 Fouad Ist St., Cairo, wishes to de- 
velop a market for wolfram (WO.). 
Quality of handpicked ore is said to be 
5 to 10 percent WO,; no concentration 
facilities available. Firm states that 
mineral appears on Red Sea coast south 
of Qossier, several veins between 25 cm. 
and 10 cm. thick existing in an area of 
2 sq. km. The site is totally undeveloped 
and no estimate has been made of total 
deposit, but firm claims that 300 tons 
could be supplied monthly. 


Music Boxes: 

Germany—Joachim Stadach K. G. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Untergroen- 
ingen, Wuerttemberg, offers to export 
direct or through agent best quality 
music boxes shaped like a child’s radio, 
with plastic case and Swiss movement; 
10,000 to 20,000 available for export 
each month. Independent quality inspec- 
tion through Wuerttembergischer Spiel- 
warenindustrieverband (Wuerttemberg 
Toy Manufacturers Association), Stutt- 
gart, Germany. 


Optical Goods: 

Germany—Martin Stuercken & Co. 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturers’ export sales 
representative), 9 Langenstrasse, Bre- 
men, offers to export direct or through 
agent microscopes. 


Presses (Pharmaceutical) 

Germany—Metallgusswerk und 
Armaturenfabrik Leonhard Mohr K. G. 
(Foundry and Plumbing Equipment 
Factory) (manufacturing, exporter), 19 
Kleinbachstrasse, Karlsruhe-Durlach, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
hydraulic pharmaceutical presses in two 
sizes: 2% liters and 5 liters. Firm can 
supply 12 presses each month. Inde- 
pendent quality inspection at manufac- 
turer’s plant in Karlsruhe-Durlach at 
buyer’s expense. Descriptive information 
(in English and German) and price list 
available.* 


Savings Banks: 

Germany—Joachim Stadach K. G. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Untergroen- 
ingen, Wuerttemberg, offers to export 
direct or through agent best quality 
musical savings banks with Swiss move- 
ments. Firm can supply 10,000 to 20,000 
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banks each month. Independent quality 
inspection through Wuerttembergischer 
Spielwarenindustrieverband (Wuerttem- 
berg Toy Manufacturers Association), 
Stuttgart, Germany. 


Sporting Goods: 

Japan—Arai Shoten, Kabushiki Kai- 
sha (Arai Fishing Goods Co., Ltd.) 
(manufacturer, export merchant, whole- 
saler), No. 2 Komagata 1-chome, Asa- 
kusa, Daito-ku, Tokyo, offers to export 
direct split bamboo fishing rods, hooks, 
fly hooks, bamboo fishing poles, snelled 
hooks, jigs, swivels, landing nets, and 
similar equipment. Independent quality 
inspection by Japan Bamboo Inspection 
Association (Government inspection 
system), or by foreign surveyors at 
buyer’s request and expense. Catalogs 
available.* 


Tools: 

Germany—Martin Stuercken & Co. 
G. m. b. H. (manufacturers’ export sales 
representative), 9 Langenstrasse, Bre- 
men, offers to export direct or through 
agent tools for automobiles and trucks, 
such as adjustable wrenches. 


Toys: 

Germany—Joachim Stadach K. G. 
(manufacturer, exporter), Untergroen- 
ingen, Wuerttemberg, offers to export 
direct or through agent best quality 
lamps for doll houses which operate 
from 3%-volt flashlight batteries. Firm 
can supply 100,000 lamps each month. 
Independent quality inspection through 
Wuerttembergischer Spielwarenindus- 
trieverband (Wuerttemberg Toy Manu- 
facturers Association), Stuttgart, Ger- 
many. 


Italy—Ma. gi di Galetti, Francesco 
(manufacturer), Via Puricelli 6, Milan, 
offers to export direct or through agents 
(except in Florida, where firm already 
has an agent), machine-turned wooden 
toys with movable parts. Independent 





Greece in Market for 
Telegraph Poles 


Bids are invited by the Greek 
Government until March 18 for 
the supply of 860 wooden tele- 
graph poles. Offers should be sent 
direct to the Piraeus-Athens-Pelo- 
ponnesus Railway (S.P.A.P.), Pro- 
curement Department, 1 Carolou 
Street, Athens, Greece. 


A copy of the specifications is 
available for review purposes on 
loan from the Commercial Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 
Dh SG. 


Additional information and as- 
sistance may be obtained from 
the Greek Foreign Trade Admin- 
istration, 729 15th Street NW., 
Washington, D. C, (telephone: 
Sterling 3-4751). 
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quality inspection in Italy at purchaser's 
expense, if desired. Photographs ang 
price list available.* 
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Containers: 


British West Indies—Bromfield Agen. 
cies (manufacturers’ agent on commis. 
sion basis), Room 16, Coronation Bldg,, 
Tower St., Kingston, Jamaica, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
standard-quality shooks and crates for 
packing tomatoes, citrus fruits, and 
soap. Samples, and quotations c. i, & 
Kingston, desired. 


Fats and Oils (Edible and Inedible); 

British West Indies—Bromfield Agen- 
cies (manufacturers’ agent on commis. 
sion basis), Room 16, Coronation Bldg, 
Tower St., Kingston, Jamaica, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agencies 
for raw materials for making margarine 
and shortening, fancy and special grades 
of tallow for making toilet soaps and 
ordinary grades of tallow for making 
laundry soaps, and linseed oil for the 
paintmaking industry. U. S. Department 
of Agriculture certificate of freedom 
from infectious diseases required for 
tallows. Samples of linseed oil, and all 
quotations c. i. f. Kingston, desired, 


Insecticides: : 

Spain—Sebastian Reyes (manufac. 
turer and wholesaler of insecticides; 
importer of raw materials for insecti- 
cides; performs fumigating, disinfecting, 
and disinfesting services in buildings 
and fields), Diputacion 278, Barcelona, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency on a commission basis for insee- 
ticides or raw materials for the man 
facture of insecticides to be used in 
buildings and fields. Correspondence i- 
Spanish preferred. 


Leather Products: 

British West Indies—Bromfield Agen- 
cies (manufacturers’ agent on commis 
sion basis), Room 16, Coronation Bldg, 
Tower St., Kingston, Jamaica, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
medium- and low-quality raw materials 
for the leather footwear manufacturing 
industry. Samples, and quotations ¢. Lf 
Kingston, desired. 


Machinery: 

Spain—Sebastian Reyes (manufac 
turer and wholesaler of insecticides; 
importer of raw materials for insecti- 
cides; performs fumigating, disinfecting) 
and disinfesting services in building® 
and fields), Diputacion 278, Barcelona 
wishes to purchase direct or obtail 
agency on a commission basis for spray- 
ers and other equipment suitable for 
application of insecticides in buildings, 
and fields. Correspondence in Spanish 
preferred. 


Naval Stores: 
British West Indies—Bromfield Age® 
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cies (manufacturers’ agent on commis- 
sion basis), Room 16, Coronation Bldg., 
Tower St., Kingston, Jamaica, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
all grades of gum rosin. Quotations 
¢, i. f. Kingston, desired. 


Novelties: 
Singapore—Basrai Bros. (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent), 3 


and 5 Chulia St. (P. O. Box 534), wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
earnival, festival, and Christmas novel- 
ties, including hats, masks, blow-outs, 
trumpets, and rattlers, to be supplied 
in wholesale quantities. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

Egypt—Edward M. Douek (import- 
ing distributor, manufacturers’ agent), 
16 Hoda Shaarawi St., Cairo, wishes to 

ase direct or obtain agency for 
aceuticals. Firm desires to deal 
with manufacturers only. 


Publications: 
Singapore—Basrai Bros. (importing 
distributor, manufacturers’ agent), 3 


and 5 Chulia St. (P. O. Box 534), wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
books, including fiction, detective, and 
technical publications, to be supplied in 
wholesale quantities. Firm _ specifies 
pocket books in the low price range and 
medium-priced novels and_ téchnical 
beoks. 

Rubber Products: 

British West Indies—Bromfield Agen- 
cies (manufacturers’ agent on commis- 
sion basis), Room 16, Coronation Bldg., 
Tower St., Kingston, Jamaica, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
medium- and low-quality raw materials 
for the rubber footwear manufacturing 
industry. Samples, and quotations c. i. f. 
Kingston, desired. 


Stationers’ Items: 

Singapore—Basrai Bros. (importing 
fistributor, manufacturers’ agent), 3 
and 5 Chulia St. (P. O. Box 534), wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agencies 
for medium-priced and expensive qual- 
ities of birthday, Christmas, and other 
greeting cards, as well as all types of 
personal and business stationery, and 
Stationers’ sundries, to be supplied in 
wholesale quantities. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 





drums of 400 lbs., citrus oils in cases 
holding 2 tins of 12% kilos each. 


Paper Products: 

Italy—Elio Vogrig (manufacturers’ 
agent), Via Larga 7, Milan, wishes to 
obtain agencies for all types of special- 
purpose paper, particularly condenser 
paper and airmail, blueprint, heliogra- 
vure, and sensitized papers. Firm wishes 
to deal with American paper mills not 
represented in Italy, particularly manu- 
facturers of special types of paper 
which are not made in Italy, or are be- 


ing produced there on a small scale 
only. 


. 


FOREIGN 
VISITORS 














Germany—Robert Kauffmann (manu- 
facturers’ agent), 55 Schauenburger- 
Strasse, Hamburg 1, wishes to obtain 
agency for cascara sagrada bark, to be 
supplied in 1- to 5-ton lots, 


Olls (Essential) : 
many—Robert Kauffmann (manu- 
facturers’ agent), 55 Schauenburger- 
Strasse, Hamburg 1, wishes to obtain 
agencies for west coast peppermint oil 
and citrus oils, to be supplied in 1-ton 
. Peppermint oil to be packed in 
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Australia—E. M. Price, representing 
E. Lucas and Co., Pty., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, importer), 27 Flin- 
ders Lane, Melbourne, is interested in 
visiting plants manufacturing lingerie. 
Scheduled to arrive March 22, via New 
York City, for a visit of about 10 days. 
U. S. address: c/o Ewing and MacDon- 
ald, Inc., 470 Fourth Ave., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York; Reading, 
Pa.; and Dallas. ‘ 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Belgium—Guy Henrion and Joseph 
Croisiau, representing A. C. E, C. (Ate- 
liers de Constructions Electriques de 
Charleroi) (manufacturer and exporter 
of electrical and electronic equipment), 
Charleroi, 
U. S. packing methods as applied to 
various products ranging from 1/100 
horsepower motors to turboalternators. 
They would like to visit manufacturers 
of various types of containers, such as 
cardboard containers, corrugated paper 


boxes, wire boxes, and large crates for. 
domestic and oversea packing; as well . 


as to observe operations in plants using 
cardboard, light wood, and large 
wooden packings. Scheduled to arrive 
March 2, via New York City, for a visit 
of 6 to 8 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
Westinghouse Electric Corp., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Brazil—Marcos Hazan, representing 
M. Hazan & Nudelman Ltda. (engineers 
and constructors specializing in con- 
struction of apartment buildings), Rua 
Mayrink Veiga 4, 1l.o andar, Rio de 
Janeiro, is interested in learning about 
U. S. construction standards and tech- 
niques. Scheduled to arrive about March 
15, via New Orleans, for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: 50 W. 57th St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New Orleans, 
New York, and Detroit. a: 

Denmark—Ernest J. Mueller, repre- 
senting A/S  Kobenhavns _Iitfabrik 
(manufacturer of oxygen and acetylene, 
importer of welding tools), 2 Fiskeri- 
havnsgade, Copenhagen SV, is interested 
in obtaining agencies for Scandinavian 
countries (or Europe), or licensing pro- 
posals, covering all equipment or pro- 


are interested in studying‘ 
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cesses related to acetylene and oxygen; 
also desires technical information on 
powder cutting and hardening. Mr. 
Mueller’s firm and its affiliated -actories 
reportedly supply nearly 50 percent of 
the oxygen and acetylene consumption 
in Denmark, and through close business 
associations in other Scandinavian 
countries, the firm envisages excellent 
possibilities for introducing new equip- 
ment and processes in those countries. 
Mr. Mueller is scheduled to arrive 
March 10, via New York City, for a 
visit of 3 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Mrs. A. Haspel, 410 Hamilton Ave., Lin- 
wood, N. J. Itinerary: Principal cities 
in New York State, Kansas City, Wash- 
ington, and possibly cities in Florida 
and California. 

Germany—Emil Underberg, represent- 
ing H. Underberg-Albrecht (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 1 Fischmarkt, Rhein- 
berg/Rheinland, is interested in export- 
ing Underberg bitters to the United 
States, and wishes to investigate mar- 
ket conditions and sales possibilities. 
Scheduled to arrive March 20, via New 
York City, for a visit of 3 months. U. S. 
address: Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, New Orleans, and San Francisco. 

Greece—Michael A. Perakis, repre- 
senting Michael Ant. Perakis (importer, 
retailer, wholesaler, agent), 2 Glad- . 
stonos St., Athens, is interested in im- 
porting into Greece all types of 
chemicals, laboratory reagents, phar- 
maceuticals, medical specialties, scien- 
tific instruments and laboratory ap- 
paratus and supplies, cotton yarns, and 
cotton goods. Also wishes to obtain 
teachnical information on new develop- 
ments in-the chemical and cotton in- 
dustries; and desires information on 
new methods of business administration 
and organization of industrial and com- 





Yugoslavia To Buy 
Cattle Hides 


Financing up to $1,125,000 has 
been granted by the Foreign Op- 
erations Administration to the 
Government of Yugoslavia for the 
purchase of cattle hides only from 
the United States and possessions. 
The purchasing period under this 
authorization extends to May 31, 
1954. 

The following concerns in Yu- 
goslavia have been authorized to 
make the purchases: Derma, Bel- 
gradska 58, Zagreb; Centrotekstil, 
7 Jula br. 9, Belgrade; and Ko- 
teks, Knez Mihajlova 25, Bel- 
grade. Interested suppliers may 
obtain additional details concern- 
ing requirements by contacting 
these firms direct, or the Office 
of the Yugoslav Commercial At- 
tache, Suite 313, 24 State Street, 
New York, N. Y. (telephone: 
Bolling Green 9-6055). 
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merical enterprises. Scheduled to arrive 
about mid-March, via New York City, 
for a visit of 2 or 3 months. U. S. 
address: c/o J. T. Baker Chemical Co., 
122 E. 42d St., New York, N. Y. or 
Central Scientific Co., 1700 Irving Park, 
Chicago, [Til Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Philadelphia, Newark, Rochester, Wash- 
ington, San Francisco, and Indianapolis. 

Japan—Mitsuo Yumoto, representing 
the Asahi Glass Co., Tsurumi Factory 
(manufacturer of glass products and 
industrials chemicals), 1-1 Suyehiro-cho, 
Tsurumi-ku, Yokohama, is interested in 
studying latest American methods of 
labor management, safety precautions, 
and supervisor training as related to the 
glass-maufacturing industry. Was 
scheduled to arrive during February, 
via San Francisco, for a visit of 60 days. 
U. S. address: c/o Standard Oil Co., 26 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. Intinerary: 
New York, Washington, Boston, Pitts- 
burgh, Cleveland, and Chicago. 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field ces. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 

Most of these lists are now 
ae ye by a brief review of 

asic trade and industry data col- 
lected in the course of compiling 
each list. Brief extracts from 
these data follow each title for 
which such data are available. 


Advertising Media — Bolivia. — Five 
daily newspapers are issued regularly. 
Newspapers and trade journals are pub- 
lished in Spanish. Distribution of paper 
to publishers and printers is subject 
to control by a Government agency. 
Imports of printing paper during 1952 
totaled 3,013,336 kilograms (1 kilogram 
== 2.2046 pounds), valued at $970,118, of 
which the United States supplied 1,953,- 
420 kilograms, valued at $555,803. 

Advertising Media—Ceylon. 

Air-Conditioning and Commercial Re- 
frigeration Equipment Importers and 
Dealers—Lebanon.—No air-conditioning 
equipment is manufactured. Air-condi- 
tioning package units and commercial 
refrigeration cabinets and parts are im- 
ported from the United States and to a 
much lesser extent from Great Britain 
and other European countries. No re- 
strictions are imposed on imports. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Hong Kong.—Hong Kong is an 
active market for beer, wines, and spir- 
its. Beer is imported chiefly from the 
Netherlands, Denmark, United King- 
dom, and Germany, and the others from 
the United Kingdom, France, Canada, 
and the United States. Reexports are 


mainly to Macao, Taiwan (Formosa), 
and Japan. 

Architects, Builders, Contractors, and 
Engineers — British Guiana. — British 
Guiana imported BWI$14,800,000 worth 
of machinery of all kinds, including 
construction machinery and equipment, 
in 1952. Present development plans may 
involve importing construction equip- 
ment for public works, such as drainage 
and irrigation schemes and rural hous- 
ing projects, but the chances for U. S. 
firms to supply equipment are limited 
by the foreign-exchange situation. 


Automotive Product Manufacturers— 
Malaya.—Automotive products, except 
truck and bus bodies, are not made in 
Malaya but are imported from Europe 
end America. One auto assembly 
plant is operated by Ford. Otherwise, 
only minor final assembly functions are 
performed on crated vehicles, motor- 
cycles, and parts. 

Auto and truck spare parts of U. S. 
origin are in good demand and trade is 
brisk. An estimated 60 percent of im- 
ports of automotive products are from 
the United Kingdom. Other principal 
suppliers are: The United States, Can- 
ada, Australia, and Western Europe. A 
substantial volume is reexported to sur- 
rounding countries, such as Indonesia 
and Thailand. 


Bag and Bagging Dealers, Manufac- 
turers and Exporters — Pakistan. — 
Pakistan entered the world burlap mar- 
ket with its first consignment of 200 
bales to the United States in July 1953. 


. Total annual requirements of jute man- 


ufacturers are estimated at 122,000 
bales. Local production is about 103,000 
balés. 

A large part of Pakistan’s jute bag 
requirements are met by domestic in- 
dustry. Import of manufactured jute 
goods has not been permitted since 
August 1952, Limited dollar availabili- 
ties have precluded applications for the 
importation of other types of bags from 
the United States. 

Business Firms—Aden Colony and 
Protectorates.—Aden Colony is a cen- 
ter for Red Sea and Persian Gulf en- 
trepot trade. Most Aden importers use 
Aden as a convenient location from 
which to distribute goods throughout 
the Yemen and the Aden Protectorates, 
the Red Sea area, particularly Ethiopia, 
French, British, and Italian Somalilands, 
and the Persian Gulf area. 

The demand for many individual com- 
modities in this area is limited and the 
tendency, except in the textile trade, 
is for each importer to handle a wide 
range of goods. Aden Colony and Pro- 
tectorates are part of the British ster- 
ling system and have import and ex- 
change controls conforming closely to 
the British pattern. At present, avail- 
able dollar exchange is limited, and 
imports from the dollar area are 
severely restricted. 

Business Firms — Korea. — Ordinary 
foreign trade is confined by regulations 
of the Korean Ministry of Commerce 








U. S. Tobacco Expert 
Needed in Pakistan 


The Government of Khairpur 
State, Pakistan, reportedly wishes 
to obtain the services of a qual- 
ified and experienced American ' 
technician to set up and operate 
a modern tobacco redrying plant, 
This expert, who would be given 
complete charge of operating the 
plant over a long-range period, 
should have a thorough knowledge 
of and extensive experience with 
the Virginia tobacco redrying 
process. 


Interested parties are invited 
to communicate with the Chief 
Minister, Khairpur State, Khair- 
pur Mir’s, Pakistan: 

The Government of Khairpur 
State is said to have been very 
active in expanding the production 
and improving the quality of to- 
bacco in its territory, and it is 
understood that orders for the 
necessary equipment for the new 
plant already have been placed in 
the United States. 











and Industry largely to registered “for. 
eign traders.” These traders may ob 
tain import and export licenses to the 
extent of quota limitations fixed by the 
ministry for particular commodities and 
to the extent of foreign-exchange avail 
abilities and Bank of Korea foreign 
exchange allocations. 

To obtain import licenses for pharma. 
ceuticals, prior permits must be ob 
tained from the Ministry of Public 
Health. All foreign traders in the Re 
public are both importers and exporters. 
They ordinarily do not carry sizable 
inventories. 

In addition, manufacturers may Ob 
tain licenses to export their own prot 
ucts and end-users may obtain licenses 
to import articles for their own Col 
sumption. 2 

Canneries — United Kingdom. — The 
British food canning industry is limited 


Approximately 2 billion food cans ar 


produced annually by canmakers, U. 3 
machinery is widely used and the pur 
chase of U. S. mechanical aids and 
methods in the canning industry may be 
extended when dollar exchange is avail 
able for additional imports. , 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Man- 
ufacturers and Exporters—Switzerland, 
—Switzerland is rich in handicraft tt@& 
dition. In some Cantons handicraft & 
promoted and subsidized by the Gov 
ernment as a measure for improving li 
ing conditions. Several training schools 
have» been established for specialized 
professions in the handicraft industty. 
Hand embroideries are known the world 
over, and handweaving of linen is one of 
the oldest trades. Considerable quantk 
ties of the products of the woodcarving 
industry are exported. No export 
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= genses are required for curios, novelties, 1,261,000 guilders were sent to foreign 
handicrafts. ° countries parcel post. 

Total Supply Houses—Australia Summar y of S. African Sunsmanetelenaebetnes and Italy were. 
Importation of dental goods from the Controls Issued the principal buyers of ready-mixed — 
United States at present is almost The signifi f the Uni medicaments. Quinine was ‘shipped 
impossible because of existing dollar : a rags" cn of the Union mainly to the United States, India, 
" gestrictions. Licenses are granted for | ° : uth Africa as a potential East Germany, the U. S. S. R., Hong 
certain items, but only if they are not market for U. S. goods has in- Kong,. and Great Britain. Vitamins were 
: available from sterling areas, or if they creased as a result of the aboli- sent chiefly to France, the United 
are parts for U. S.-manufactured prod- men of preg ar nae im States, and Hong Kong, 
ycts already,in use. Weekly, Nov 9 ari aaa A total of 32 plants was engaged in 
Eee? Smpetters: ane. Deatenp—~ “To assist U. S csapietinis inter- the mupemnctnre..08: Ses S00 aneeen 
Hlonduras.—Honduras imports about 80 ested in exploring the possibilities preparations in 1952. Value of produc- 
percent of the hardware used in the of this market, BFC has published tion totaled 25,009,000 guilders, of which 
country, mainly from the United States. details @f the Guatis Alvin ties nearly 10 percent was sold abroad. 
No restrictive Government measures port-control system, including Metalworking Plants and Shops— 
ge in effect. Lightweight but sturdy lists of commodities subject to Egypt.—Production of iron and steel 
packing is essential. special regulations. products consists only of steel reinfore- 
Iron, Steel, and Building Material The new report, entitled “Union ing bars from scrap collected locally. 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand.—The of South Africa—Summary of The importance of metalworking plants 
semimanufactured iron and steel prod- been published in the Business World War II. There are no blast fur- 
ucts are imported, but many materials Information Service of the U. S. ‘Naces, and electrje fumaces ere: Stee 
; which need little processing are made Department of Commerce, as used, but numerous gray iron foundries 
; locally. Large quantities of cement are World Trade Series No. 517. mee Bec Production of ferro- 
3 imported. Japan, the leading supplier, Copies are available from the De- . 
: sent $1,112,000 worth in 1952. pertaneiit 4 Coehiebaten rani. Metal and Scrap Metal Importers and 
: Tae only wood products imported are ton 25, D. C., of any of its Field Dealers—GretesGreses:: Gapenas. Gs} 
c jlywoods and veneers from Japan and Offices at 20 cents each. imports for its requirements in crude 
. northern Europe. Bricks, lime, stone, and semifinished iron and steel, non- 
and tile are plentiful. Piling is used ferrous metals, except lead, and certain 
extensively for all types of buildings. 




















finished iron and steel products. The 


own factory requirements and agricul- 
tural machinery and equipment. 

Imports during 1951 of industrial and 
agricultural machinery and equipment, 
including tractors and parts thereof, 
totaled 176,335 contos (1 conto= 
US$35). The United Kingdom claimed 
34.90 percent and the United States 29.13 
percent of the value of these imports. 
The Union of South Africa, France, and 
Western Germany together claimed an 
additional 13 percent. 

Match Manufacturers — Italy. — The 
sale of matches is controlled by a State 
monopoly, which determines production 
and collects the quantities required for 
domestic consumption, Excess produc- 
tion is left free for export. Raw mate- 
rial for the production of matches is 
provided entirely by the domestic mar- 
ket. Exports of matches in the first 10 


The United States ranks third as a 
supplier of iron, steel, and building 
materials. Imports in 1952 were re- 
@ived from the following: Japan, the 
United Kingdom, the United States, 
Malaya, and Hong Kong. Principal items 
supplied by the United States in 1952 
were stee] reinforcement bars, valued at 
$1,290,000, electrolytic tinplate, at $509,- 
000, and secondary tinplate, at $108,500. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors — Guatemala.— The principal im- 
porters are the Government and official 
autonomous entities, through agents. 
Imports of machinery and equipment 
increased continuously until 1951. Im- 
ports declined in 1952, however, by 7 
pereent to $4,739,814. Of the total 77 
percent were from the United States. 


Machinery Importers and Distributors 


principal metal products manufactured 
are concrete reinforcing bars, iron and 
steel sheets, welded and cast iron pipes 
and tubes; wire and wire products, and 
miscellaneous simple castings and forg- 
ings. 

Imports of metals during 1952 totaled 
97,344 metric tons valued at $18,365,000. 
Belgium supplied 56 percent; the United 
States, 13 percent;, Germany, 11 per- 
cent; Benelux, 9 percent; and France, 7 
percent. These countries were the prin- 
cipal sources of supply. Because of the 
superior quality and the advantageous 
prices quoted, American and British 
suppliers of tinplate lead in the market. 
American cold rolled steel sheets also 
stand no competition. 

The market for zinc and copper is 
practically controlled by Belgium and 
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t. Germany, while Canada covers over 90 
_ The Jamaica, B.W.L.—All imports are sub- months of 1953 were valued at $325,681. jercent “ee requirements in aluminum 
nited. | ‘et to Government import-license con- Shipments were to the Netherlands, 93 jn oots, Sufficient stocks of ferrous scrap 
3s a trol. Licenses are granted more liberally tons; United Kingdom, 423 tons;,Tu- 6 on hand to meet the requirements 
U.S. for imports of an essential nature or sia, 107 tons; and the United States, of the local steel industry at present 
. pure Which will improve and develop the 30 tons. and, it is believed, for several years. 

; and | ®mestic economy; many types of ma- Medicinal and Toilet Preparations Motorbus and Transpert Companies— 
ray be thinery are especially favored. Products Manufacturers—Brazil. Costa Rica.—Except for three relatively 
avait | ‘0m the doliar area are licensed only Medicinal and Toilet Preparations large companies, motorbus transport 

When they are unavailable within the Manufacturers—The Netherlands—<An facilities are owned by a large number 
Man | “#tling area or would require an un- estimated 200 plants manufacture med- of individuals, each operating from 1 to 
wiand, | 'asonable length of time to obtain. jcines and pharmaceutical products. 3 units. Most of the bus and transport 

t trae | Pieduction of machines is almost nil. Approximately 90 percent of the total units have locally built bodies mounted 
aft is rts of machinery have varied be- production is in the hands of-20 leading on imported chassis, Station wagons 

Gove | ‘Ween $8 million and $10 million an- factories. Several factories combine the and pickup trucks are popular on short 

ng liv. | Maly. manufacture of medicines and pharma- runs. 

;chools Machinery Importers and Distributors ceutical products with production of Approximately 90 percent of all im- 

ialized —Mozambique.—Machinery is imported toilet and cosmetic preparations. The ports of chassis for bus and truck lines, 

justry. use in agriculture, industry, and total value of production in 1952 


accessories, and parts originate in the 


. world public utility enterprises. The trade is United States. Imports from the United 


amounted to 100,984,000 guilders (1 


‘one of Carried on largely by local firms acting guilder=about US$0.26). States approximate $484,000 annually. 
quanti- a direct agents and distributors for Products exported amounted to 37,- Dollar exchange is readily obtainable 
-arving foreign manufacturers. Large agricul- 577,000 guilders. In addition, medicinal at the official free-market exchange 
ort I- tural concerns prefer to import their and pharmaceutical products valued at rate. 

Veekly | March 1, 1954 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 





Loan Granted for 


A loan of $8.5 million for a highway 
construction program in Ecuador has 
been made by the International Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development. 

e loan, made to the Comite Ejecu- 
tivo de Vialidad de la Provincia del 
Guayas, is for a term of 10 years and 
bears interest of 45% percent per an- 
num, including the 1-percént commis- 
sion which will be allocated to the 
bank’s special reserve. Amortization 
will begin on March 1, 1958, and the 
loan is guaranteed by the Government 
of Ecuador. 

Under the highway construction pro- 
gram, 8 of the existing roads radiating 
from Guayaquil, Ecuador’s largest city 
and its most important port, will be 
converted to all-weather highways. The 
individual roads to be built will have 
a total length of about 365 miles. They 
will be integrated with a national high- 
way network being planned by the Na- 
tional Government and will contribute 
toward making year-round transporta- 
tion possible between Guayaquil and 
Quito. 

The program also includes the con- 
struction of a central maintenance shop 
for the repair and overhaul of construc- 
tion equipment; the building of a sus- 
pension bridge over the Daule River, 
which will be the first suspension 
bridge as well as the longest bridge 
in Ecuador; and the acquisition of car 
ferries for use between Guayaquil and 
Duran. 

The inauguration of ferry service 
for the first time will make possible 
the transportation of trucks, automo- 
biles, and possibly railroad cars between 
these two cities. Duran, across the 
Guayas River from Guayaquil, is the 
terminus of the railroad from Quito, 
the capital, and of many important 
roads. 





Porto Alegre To Buy Control 
Of Streetcar Line in City 


The municipality of Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, has been authorized by law to 
purchase the controlling interest in the 
local streetcar system, held by the 
Companhai Energia Electrica Rio 
Grandense, a subsidiary of the Bond & 
Share Co. The company will be run as 
a mixed corporation, the city owning 
52 percent of the shares and private 
citizens owning the remainder. 

This action came as the final step in 
the dispute between the streetcar com- 
pany and the city, which on May 21, 
1952, appointed an intervenor who still 
is in charge of this public utility. The 
city plans to enlarge the area served 
and improve the equipment. 

Another development in Porto 
Alegre’s transportation problem is the 
city’s expropriation of most of the in- 
dependent bus lines. 
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Roads in Ecuador 


The program is expected to take 
about 4 years to complete. It will cost 
a total of 179 million sucres (US$11.8 
million) including the foreign exchange 
component being financed by the bank. 
The bank’s loan will pay for the import 
of roadbuilding equipment and ma- 
terials, ferryboats, repair shop, and 
maintenance equipment. Funds are 
also included for engineering services. 


Contracts Let for New 
Highways in Ecuador 


Construction contracts for 488 kilo- 
meters of new highways were let to 
local contractors in January by the 
Ecuadoran Government. The contract- 
ed cost of the construction totals 138 
million sucres (approximately US$9 
million) and the work is scheduled to 
be completed by 1958. Contracts were 
let on the same unit-price basis as 
were the road construction contracts 
awarded to the CPNACA, INCA, and 
SIMAR companies last August and 
September. - 

Three new highways will be built 
under the contracts: Two alternate 
routes between the southern provincial 
capital Loja and the Peruvian border 
at Macara, which will complete the 
Pan American Highway through Ecua- 
dor; and a farm-tod-market road from 
the rich agricultural center of Santo 
Domingo to Chone near the seacoast. 


The Loja-Catacocha-Macara road, 
145 kilometers long, will be constructed 
by the INCA company at a cost of 46 
million sucres. The Loja-Cariamanga- 
Macara alternate route, 206 kilometers, 
will be constructed at a cost of 47 mil- 
lion sucres. The Santo-Domingo-Chone 
road, 137 kilometers, will cost 45 mil- 
lion sucres. The kilometers cited indi- 
cate the length of the sections to be 
constructed, not the distances between 
the towns named, as parts of the roads 
already have been built. 

Payments to the contractors will be 
made 50 percent in cash and 50 percent 
in Ecuadoran Government bonds. 








Jamaica Opens Third Port 


Full operations began at Port Es- 
quivel, Old Harbour in Jamaica, Brit- 
ish West Indies, when a vessel carrying 
a cargo of alumina sailed from that 
-port on January 30. 

The new port, developed by Alumina 
Jamaica, Ltd., includes a long pier ex- 
tending into the bay and alumina stor- 
age facilities. This port is the third 
one developed in Jamaica as a result 
of exploitation of Jamaican bauxite. 
The others are the Kaiser Bauxite 
Company’s pier at Alligator Pond, and 
Reynolds’ Jamaica Mines pier into the 
open sea at Ocho Rios, 


— 


Diversion Proposed for 
Kirkuk-Haifa Pipeline 


A proposal for diversion of the non- 
operative Kirkuk-Haifa oil pipeline to 
a new point on the Mediterranean Coast 


in south Lebanon is being considered 
by Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan, ' 

The Iraq Petroleum Co., operator of 
the pipeline, is understood to be pre- 
pared to execute the diversion if terms 
can be reached with the three transit 
States, including ratification by Leba- 
non of the oil agreement concluded be- 
tween the Lebanese Government ‘and 
IPC in May 1952. 


Under the proposal the idle line 
would be diverted near Mafrak, Jordan, 
and would run through Syrian terri- 
tory for 8 miles before reaching the 
coast. The entire pipeline thus would 
be in Arab territory. Iraq’s annual 
output of crude oil would be stepped 
up by 7.5 million’ tons and increased 
oil revenues also would accrue to the 
transit countries of Jordan, Syria, and 
Lebanon. 

Construction work, largely in Leba- 
non, would include the establishment 
of a new coastal oil terminal—Leba- 
non now has two—and a sizable tank 
farm for storage. Construction would 
take about 2 years. 





Mexico Imposes New 
Tax on Vehicles 


A new tax on diesel trucks and other 
vehicles consuming liquid gas or similar 
combustibles other than gasoline has 
been approved by the Mexican Congress. 
Such vehicles formerly were exempt 
from the payment of any special im 
posts and did not contribute to the 
Government’s road construction pre 
gram. 


Proceeds from the new tax will be 
used to build a fund for the “conserva- 
tion, construction, and improvement of 
rural roads.” This fund will be adminis- 
tered by the Comite Nacional de Ca 
minos Vecinales (National Committee 
for Rural Roads), 


Violators of this tax will be subject 
to a fine of 500 to 50000 pesos (8.6 pe 
sos=US$1). - 

The new tax, authorized by a decreé 
published in the Diario Oficial on De 
cember 31, 1953, and effective January 
15, 1954, is based on the weight 
type of vehicle, as shown in the 
below: 


Type Annual taz 
pT Se eT UC CRR La See Ne TY 275 pesos 
Limousines (“turistm0s’’) cscs 275 


Type not specified 

3,000 kilos or 1e8S..........ccc+ 
B,001-10,000 KilOS  .......ccccscesnee 
10,001-15,000 kilos ........... aia 
15,001 kilos and above............ 
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Japanese Production... 
(Continued from Page 4) 


| standing large inventories, was attrib- 


yted to the maintenance of a strong 
demand in both rural and urban areas 
and the scarcity of rayon filament yarn. 
Reduction in output from strikes con- 
tributed to the strength in the prices 
of nonferrous metals. The weakness in 
jron and steel reflected expanded out- 
put together with increasing export 
difficulties. 

A sharp increase of 10.2 percent in 
the consumer price of fuels, accentuated 
by the shortage of petroleum products, 
was more than offset by a drop in the 
prices of foodstuffs (black-market rice 
and vegetables) and clothing, which 
declined by 3.4 and 1.5 percent, respec- 
tively. 

The stock market continued the 
downward trend initiated early in 
October. The decline for the month, 
cmpared with October, amounted to 
45 percent, and was general in all 
goups except foodstuffs, which in- 
creased slightly. Discouraging factors 
were unfavorable earning reports of 
some companies, and the Bank of 
Japan’s policy of stricter credit control. 

The Bank of Japan’s loans and dis- 
@unts to private banks dropped 9.9 
percent from the level of the preceding 
month, thus continuing the decline 
which started in September when the 
Bank of Japan adopted stricter credit 
controls. Loans and discounts, however, 
were still 37 percent above the level of 
November 1952. On the other hand, the 
tote issue of the Bank of Japan in- 
creased by 2.6 percent. Loans and dis- 
counts as well as deposits of private 
banks maintained the upward trend of 
past months, increasing to levels 27 
ad 23.1 percent, respectively, higher 
than a year ago. 

Government fiscal operations con- 
tinued to be a further factor easing the 
money market. The excess of total cash 
payments over receipts amounted to 
29 billion yen, the highest monthly 
@icess but one (December 1952) since 
151, and more than twice the excess 
Beerments over receipts in November 


The extraordinary session of the Diet 
was reconvened on November 30 to 
consider the second supplementary 
budget amounting to 30.5 billion yen, 

was subsequently approved. 
Previously, however, the Governor of 
the Bank of Japan made a statement 
emphasizing that the tight money policy 
should be firmly maintained with a 
View to counteracting the prospective 
stimulus of the second supplementary 
budget to further price increases. 

Department store sales continued the 
fasonal rise to a level 35.5 percent 
greater than in November 1952, furnish- 
ing renewed evidence of the relatively 
high level of consumer demand.—Emb., 
okyo, 
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Miami Firms Denied 
Export Privileges 


Isadore Marks and his export firms, 
Sealand Machinery Co., Easy Enter- 
prises, Inc., and Industrial Steel Indus- 
tries, Inc., of Miami, Fla., have been 
denied all export privileges until August 
31, 1955, for export control violations, 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce has 
announced. 


The denial order, effective February 
8, 1954, also revokes all outstanding ex- 
port licenses which in any way name 
Marks or his firms. 


Three Violations Involved 


BFC said three separate export con- 
trol violations were involved: 

The first was an attempt to export 
zine, valued at approximately $1,250, to 
the Dominican Republic, without the 
required validated license. The illegal 
shipment was confiscated by U. S. 
Customs officers and later forfeited. 

In the second instance, two export 
license applications were made covering 
certain roadbuilding equipment, includ- 
ing a diesel-powered shovel, a road 
grader, and a bituminous paver, and 
naming the same consignee in Cuba on 
both applications. Using the export 
licenses granted for this equipment, 
Marks shipped these commodities to two 
other consignees in Cuba not named on 
the export licenses or the export 
declarations. 

The third violation involved an ender 
obtained from a purchaser in Cuba for 
over $3,800 worth of steel. At that time 
a maximum of $1,000 worth of steel 
could be exported to a single customer 
in Cuba under general license GLYV, 
without prior approval by BFC. Ship- 
ments in excess of $1,000 required a 
validated export license. 

To avoid applying for a validated 
license, Marks split the order into three 
lots, and by making false representa- 
tions on the export declarations as to 
the value, consignee, purchaser, and 
exporter, sought to ship the steel under 
general license GLV. VU. S. Customs 
discovered the misrepresentations and 
the shipments were seized. 

Marks admitted all three violations 
and did not contest the charges. 

In determining the length of the 
suspension, BFC took into account 
Marks’ cooperation in the course of the 
Government’s proceedings, and also’ the 
fact that Marks and his firms had been 
under temporary suspension since 
August 31, 1953. 

The denial order applies not only to 
Marks and his firms, but also to any 
firm or person to which they may be 
related by ownership or control, It fur- 
ther states that no export or related 
service may be performed for them by 
any person or firm, either directly or 
indirectly, without BFC approval. 


Controls on. 
For Americas Fased 


Exporters now may ship over 75 addi, 
tional types of industria] machines and 
parts to Western Hemisphere countries 
without applying for an individual ex- 
port license, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 


The relaxations apply to certain types 
of steam turbines and steam generators; 
kerosene tractor engines over 10 horse- 
power; power excavators and dredging 
machines; crushing, pulverizing, and 
screening machines; concrete pavers 
and mixers; graders, jacks with a lift- 
ing capacity of 10 tons and over, and 
cranes; industrial trucks, tractors, and 
parts; specialized mining machinery and 
equipment; air-conditioning and refrig- 
erating equipment; textile machinery; 
heat exchangers; and ‘chemical and 
pharmaceutical processing and manu- 
facturing machines. 

Shipments of these items may be 
made to Western Hemisphere destina- 
tions under general license GO, without 
prior application to BFC. Individual 
export licenses continue to be required 
for all other destinations. 

BFC said these actions could be 
taken without jeopardizing the pettones 
security. 

The relaxations are published in de- 
tail in BFC’s Current Export Bulletin 
No. 723, dated February 25. 





Iron and Steel Scrap 
Licensing Reported 


A total of 104,657 net tons of 
all grades of iron and steel scrap 
was licensed up to February 12, 
for export from the continental 
United. States during the first 
quarter of 1954, the Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce has announced, 


The tonnage was licensed under 
the open-end licensing policy for 
iron and steel scrap established 
for the last quarter of 1953 and 
continued, with minor modifica- 
tions, in the first quarter 1954. 

Of the total amount licensed 
thus far during the first quarter, 
57,083 net tons were approved for 
export to Japan and 10,090 to 
Yugoslavia. The remaining 37,484 
net tons were licensed to Mexico 
to meet normal requirements. 

In addition, a total of 6,888 net 
tons of iron and steel scrap was 
licensed for export from “offshore” 
U. S. territories and possessions. 
This entire amount was approved 
for Japan. 
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BUSINESS 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


The following new releases, published 
by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
are available from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices or from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 


25, D. C. Remittance should accompany 
the order. 

The Business Information Service also 
is available on a subscription basis. The 
price of Part 2, which consists of the 
releases issued by BFC, is $5 a year to 
domestic subscribers and $6.25 to 
foreign. 


Reports on the Latin American Area 
Published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce. December 1953. World Trade 
Series No. 508. 8 pp. 10 cents. 


Application of Import Tariff System 
of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. February 
1954. World Trade Series No. 523. 2 
pp. 5 cents. 


Beigian Congo—Summary of Foreign 
Trade Control Regulations. Includes 
Trust Territory of Ruanda-Urundi. Feb- 
ruary 1954. World Trade Series No. 
524. 3 pp. 5 cents. 

Application of Import Tariff System 
of Sweden. February 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 525. 2 pp. 5 cents. 


Preparing Shipments to Spanish 
Africa. February 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 526. 9 pp. 10 cents. 


Sending Gift Packages to Norway. 
February 1954. World Trade Series No. 
527. 4 pp. 5 cents. 

Application of the Import Tariff Sys- 
tem of the Fiji Islands. February 1954. 
World Trade Series No. 528. 2 pp. 5 
cents. 

French Zone of Morocco—Summary 
of Basic Economic Information (With 
Appendix, Commercial Laws Affecting 
Business). February 1954. World Trade 
Series No. 529. 14 pp. 15 cents. 

Application of Import Tariff System 
of Bermuda. February 1954. World 
Trade Series No. 530. 2 pp. 5 cents. 

Mozambique (Portuguese East Africa) 
—Summary of Mining Legislation and 
Admin‘strative Requirements. February 
1954. World Trade Series No. 531. 11 
pp. 15 cents. 

United States Trade With Southern, 
Southeastern, and Eastern Asia, Janu- 
ary-June 1952 and 1953 and Quarterly 
July 1952-September 1953. January 1954. 
International Trade Statistics Series. 
4 pp. 5 cents. 

United States Trade With the Sterling 
Area, January-June 1952 and 1953 and 
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“” Books 
6} Reports 


Bloomfield, Arthur I. Speculative and 
Flight Movements of Capital in Post- 
war International Finance. Prince- 
ton, N. J., Princeton University Press, 
1954. 88 pp. $1. 


This study discusses postwar controls 
over private capital movements; mo- 
tives and mechanics of speculative and 
flight movements and their effects; uni- 
lateral attempts and cooperative meas-, 
ures to induce repatriation; and pos- 
sible solutions, such as tightening con- 
trols, international cooperation, reduc- 
tion of liquidity, and removal of under- 
lying causes. 

For the purpose of this study, spec- 
ulative capital movements are defined 
as those associated with or motivated 
by anticipations of changes in exchange 
rates. Flight movements are those moti- 
vated by a desire to escape losses as- 
sociated with such actual or anticipated 
phenomena as war, capital levies, tight- 
ening of exchange controls, etc. 

The author is an officer of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank of New York. His 
study is the third in the series, Prince- 
ton Studies in International Finance. 


Progress and Problems of the European 
Economy. Paris. Organization for Eu- 
ropean Economic Cooperation. 1954. 
300 pp. $2.50. 

The fifth annual report of OEEC, 
this study examines the situation and 
economic problems of member and asso- 
ciated countries, and surveys the pros- 
pects for and problems involved in 
expansion of production in Western 
Europe. , 

The general survey emphasizes that 
the level of production in most Euro- 
pean countries failed to expand at a 
satisfactory rate from mid-1951 to the 
fall of 1953. Further expansion is con- 
sidered necessary in order to improve 
European standards of living, strength- 
en Europe’s external position to meet 
dollar requirements, and establish a 
basis on which a move toward general 
currency convertibility will be possible. 

The report states that some of the 





Quarterly July 1952-September 1953. 
December 1953. International Trade 
Statistics Series. 2 pp. 5 cents. 

Total United States Export and Im- 
port Trade, January-November 1953. 
February 1954. International Trade Sta- 
tistics Series. 10 pp. 10 cents. 

United States Trade With Australia, 
January-June 1952 and 1953 and Quar- 
terly July 1952-September 1953. Feb- 
ruary 1954. International Trade Sta- 
tistics Series. 2 pp. 5 cents. 


——ee 


obstacles to a sound expansion of pro. 
duction in Western Europe appear to 
have diminished in 1953. The inflation. 
ary trends of recent years have dis. 
appeared; the dollar positions of almost 
all member countries have improved; 
and reserves of gold and dollars held by 
European countries have increased sub- 
stantially. 


The report may be purchased from 
the OEEC Mission, Publications Office, 
2002 P Street, NW., Washington § 
D. C. Country chapters are also avail. 
able separately on Denmark-Sweden- 
Norway-Iceland, the Federal Republi¢e 
of Germany, France, the United King. 
dom, and the United States, at 35 
cents each. 


West Indies and Caribbean Year Book, 
1953-54. London. Thomas Skinner & 
Co., Ltd., 1954. 868 pp. $9. 


Economic, legislative, and commercial 
data are given in this reference book 
which covers Central and South Amer. 
ican republics bordering the Caribbean 
Sea, as well as territories and colonies 
in the Caribbean area. 

The work embodies information on 
resources, industry, agriculture, trade, 
and finance, together with transport, 
postal and telecommunications services, 
and a visitor’s guide. Also included are 
directories of public boards and asso 
ciations, and representative business 
and estate lists. 


Special sections include directories of 
British, Canadian, «and U. S. exporter 
and their products. 


The publication also contains a cok 
ored map of the Caribbean area and 27 
sectional maps keyed to a gazetteer, 





OEEC Publications 
Office Opened 


Publications. of the Organiza- 
tion for European Economic Co- 
operation now may be purchased 
through the newly opened OEEC> 
Publications Office in Washing- | 
ton, D. C. ; 

OEEC publications include spe- 
cial technical and country surveys, 
reports of the European Payments 
Union, statistical bulletins, and 
other progress and program re- 


coming OEEC publications will be 
sent upon request to the Organi- 


operation, Publications Office, 2002 
P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C 
Persons wishing to receive publi- 
cation notices should indicate their 
fields of special interest among 
the following: General economic 
and financial conditions, industry, 
power, agriculture, and statistits. 


ports of interest to world traders. 7 
Notices of available and forther? 


zation for European Economic Co- ‘f 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Radar, Mobile Radios 


Produced in Denmark 


One company in Denmark produces 
dar equipment for marine use in all 
of ships as well as land stations 


| for observation. Imports of radar equip- 





ment in 1952 amounted to 1,316,000 
Danish crowns (US$190,557) and ex- 

140,000 Danish crowns (US$20,- 
2). All radar equipment installed in 
Denmark is inspected by the Danish 
Postal and Telegraph authorities to as- 
grtain that the plants operate accord- 
ing to specifications and requirements. 

Denmark is self-supporting in mobile 
radio equipment. Rigid safety regula- 
tions are in effect regarding the tech- 
ical suitability of radio sets and radio 
components manufactured for use in 
Denmark. Although these regulations 
and the law on which they are based 
are not intended for protection of the 
Danish industry, they tend to discourage 
imports, inasmuch as foreign manufac- 
turers must completely change the de- 
sign of their sets in order to comply 
with the law. 

Mobile radio equipment is used by 
taxicabs, electric power stations, police 
and fire departments, civil defense units, 
uirports, fishing vessels, cargo and pas- 
senger vessels. 


british To Participate in 
New Pakistan Gas Pipeline 


The Commonwealth Finance Corpora- 
tion of the United Kingdom reportedly 
is prepared to invest approximately £1 
million equity in the Sui Gas Transmis- 
tion Co. which is to be incorporated in 
Pakistan 





The Pakistan company is being 
formed to lay a pipeline from the nat- 
wal gas deposits recently discovered 
at Sui, Baluchistan, to Karachi. 

It is understood that the Pakistan 
Industrial Development Corporation, a 
qiasi-governmental body, and _ the 
Burma Oil Co. will each also invest £1 
million or the equivalent in the project, 
and the International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has been ap- 
proached for a loan of £5 million (1 
pound=US$2.80). 


Spanish Plant Turns Out 
talian Fiat-1400 Autos 


Output at a rate of approximately 
4000 automobiles per annum has been 
attained by the Sociedad Espanola de 
Automoviles de Tourismo (SEAT), 
Which has erected a plant in the Free 

of Barcelona for the production 
of the Italian Fiat-1400 automobiles. 

t car is being assembled in part 
with Spanish materials and in part 
With materials imported from Italy. At 
Present the greater quantity of parts 
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U. S. Coal Exports Lower in January 


Oversea shipments of U. S. coal through U. S. ports in January totaled 911,- 
660 long tons compared with shipments of 1,241,466 tons in the preceding month. 
January exports by ports and countries of destination are shown in the 


following table: 





















































{In gross tons] 























Country of Philadelphia Baltimore Hongtes Donte Mobile Destination 
destination Anth., Bitm. Bitm. Bitm. totals 
Austria Pale NR Sy = =P 29,354 iia 29,354 
SII, < onsniiiindincstiitigienecititartiigiitinidiindien: oo cbiaiee” 5 oi *\2- ee 25,017 shandonp, 25,017 
TREES. ctntiimienniicDminwinkes tenis cin a 6,020 aaiiendiag 6, 
RE ak NE AON ESE RSI TEST 21,076 63,716 (ncianitiy 84,7 
Greece ... Se eee, ee oui 10,238 
TN Sed a NOL Un Sige er ai 219,163 aueeniin 219,188 
pS REE, SANS or 8,743 128,689 pinsulte 137, 
EO TOE OE LBD TTA nh 2 19.501 whine ui 
WE IIUUES . ncicccsingnemsineipteitioea” a os ol. eee 9,786 eendae 9, 
Total, Africa and Europe ...... 10,238 29,819 i ea 541,303 
pg ep PEDAL SRIE RETIN cis SPE SR bo 3% 2” oughly 70,011 21,503 91,514 
| RS ERS a NEE a Ped 409 595 = 
Cuba .... eG; etnken a iii se al 11, 
DD | winscdlsccntiddiemiin tances Scale O06: i Gun. 4,965 
Total, South America w...cccecece GUT  cccreres 108,661 22, 136,876 
DOE sissiniiccmnscte itenycinsestinaditntaias 494 12,019 ae 3 eee 233,481 
Total, all other areas ............ 494 12,019 aE ee 233,481 
Grand total 16,849 41,838 830,875 22, 911,660 





used are imported, but it is hoped that 
within a few months more than 60 
percent of the vehicle will be Spanish 
made. 

The work of completing the plant 
and installing additional equipment re- 
portedly is continuing, and it is ex- 
pected that the factory will be able 
eventually to produce 20,000 cars an- 
nually operating on a two-shift daily 
basis.— Cons. Gen., Barcelona. 


Wattle Production Higher 
In Union of South Africa 


Wattle extract production in the 
Union of South Africa in 1953 totaled 
105,619 long tons, an increase of 3,482 
tons over 1952, Domestic consumption 
of this commodity amounted to only 
8,895 tons, the remainder being ex- 
ported. 


Exports to the principal markets in 
1953 were: United Kingdom and Erie, 
41,008 tons, an increase of 12,500 tons 
over 1952 shipments; Japan, 10,095 tons, 
4,179 tons higher than in 1952; and 
Australia and Tasmania, 6,883 tons, an 
increase of about 1,200 tons. Exports to 
the United States in 1953 amounted to 
6,021 tons compared with about 28,000 
in 1952. Shipments to Continental 
Europe totaled 15,450 tons. 


Wattle bark production amounted to 
22,253 long tons, only 20 tons of which 
were consumed domestically. Shipments 
to the United States totaled 9,518 tons, 
and to Europe, 11,411 tons, Germany 
being the leading European market. 
Exports to the United States were ap- 








More than 6,000 radio receiving sets, 


mainly home types, are in use in Ethi- 
opia. These are concentrated in the large 
cities, and average five to six listeners 
per set. All sets are designed to receive 
shortwave broadcasts. 


about 6,000 tons. 


Output of Indian Dyestuffs 
inediquatd To Meet Needs 


The Indian dyestuffs industry covers 
only a small portion of that extensive 
field. The basic organic chemicals re- — 
quired for the dyestuffs industry are 
not produced domestically, and India is 
dependent on imported intermediates. 

A tabulation giving annual capacity for 
Indian-produced dyestuffs, compared 
with actual production in January-June 
1953, in thousands of pounds, follows: 





Production 
Jan.-June 
Commodity Capacity 1953 
; pee . 2,178 
Sulfur black ...... "on 


Rapid fast dyes 
Rapidogens ........ 
Fast color salts 
Solubilized vats 
Others 
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Sweden Makes First Car of 
Glass Fiber and Plastics 


Sweden’s first automdbile with a body 
of glass fibers and plastic material was 
made by the Billesholm Glass Wool 
Factory located at Billesholm near 
Halsingborg, Sweden. The car is 170 
centimeters (about 67 inches) in length. 
The body is molded in one piece of 
dustproof material which is stronger 
and lighter than steel plate. - 

Estimates of production of larger di- 
mensions indicate that it would be pos- 
sible to make a body for a car of 
ordinary size in 3 hours. The model 
indicates that the glass-fiber car will 
be slender and elegant. The chassis is 
welded into the body, and it is stated 
that there is not a single screw in the 
whole car. 
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Canada Completes Sales 
Of Canned Pork Stocks 


The Canadian Government has an- 


nounced that it has disposed of all the / 


canned pork acquired through price-sup- 
port measures during the U. S. embargo 
against imports of Canadian meat, fol- 
lowing the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease in February 1952. 

The last sale consisted of 9 million 
pounds and was made to Canadian deal- 
ers for export outside of North America. 
The reported f. o. b. price was 15 to 17 
cents a pound, similar to a recent 25- 
million-pound transaction with Ger- 
many. 

The Government acquired 98 million 
pounds of canned pork in price-support 
operations, of which about 60 million 
pounds have been sold for domestic 
consumption. About 3 million pounds 
were sold to the United States. Sale 
prices in the domestic and U. S. markets 
were about 35 cents per pound, f. o. b. 
Toronto, or slightly more than half of 


the estimated cost to the Government 
of 60 cents a pound. 


Government Trading Ended 


The canned pork transaction com- 
pletes all meat buying and selling 
operations of the Government in con- 
nection with the foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease outbreak. The price-support pro- 
gram involved the .purchase by the 
Government of about 83 million pounds 
of beef, 4,000 to 5,000 head of feeder 
cattle that were subsequently slaugh- 
tered for Government account, 100 mil- 
lion pounds of pork cuts, and 98 million 
pounds of canned pork. The disposal of 
frozen beef stocks was completed in 
January, with the sale of 8 million 
pounds to the United Kingdom. 

A strong domestic market for fresh 
pork in 1953 enabled the Government 
to dispose of its stocks of pork cuts 
without difficulty. Aggregate Govern- 
ment losses under the special price- 
support program are now estimated at 
about $65 million—Emb., Ottawa. 


Rubber Research Program 
Continuation Discussed 


The outlook for the Government’s 
rubber tree research program started 
in 1940 in cooperation with Central and 
South American countries was discussed 
by representatives of the U. S. rubber 
manufacturing industry, at a _ special 
meeting on February 11 with the Chem- 
ical and Rubber Division, Business and 
Defense Services Administration, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

Under this program the U. S. Gov- 
ernment aids in research directed to- 
ward the development of rubber trees 
resistant to the South American leaf 
disease and capable of high yields, and 
the planting of such trees by small 
farmers in the producing countries. 

The industry representatives recom- 
mended the continuance of the program 
and discussed their views with officials 
of the Office of Defense Mobilization, 
Foreign Operations Administration, and 
Department of Agriculture, as well as 
the Department of Commerce. 

Funds for 1955 from FOA appropria- 
tions are assured only for those parts 
of the program in which the govern- 
ments of tropical American countries 
contribute finances jointly with the U. S. 
Government. Various possibilities were 
explored for raising further funds in or- 
der that the whole program may con- 
tinue at present levels, and the way 


was cleared for further cooperation be 
tween FOA and the Department of 
Agriculture to this end, 


U.S. Magazines Sell 
Well in Ethiopia 


American magazines outsold alf other 
foreign magazines in Ethiopia last year, 
according to an Addis Ababa newspaper, 
Approximately 50,200 copies of @ 
different American magazines were 
sold by the country’s principal bookstore 
during the year ended September 10 
1953. Two news magazines and one 
picture magazine accounted for 60 per- 
cent of the sales. 


Other foreign periodicals sold im 
cluded 48,240 copies of Italian magazines 
and newspapers, 24,600 French, and 12- 
900 British. Greek magazines sales toe 
taled 28,000, while Greek newspaper 
sold 70,000 copies. Newspapers and 
magazines from Egypt, India, Germany, 
and Sweden had limited salés. 

About 800 books are sold monthly by 
the shop, of which 60 percent are it 
English, 20 percent Greek, 10 percent 
French, 5 percent Italian, and 5 percent 
in various other languages. An estimated 
20 percent of the, purchases are by 
Ethiopians. 

Imports of reading matter are duty 
free, and foreign exchange at the official 
rate is freely granted. 








($4.50 to foreign addresses). 





Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 a year 


NY ae ae ee ees eee at 


OCTET ESOT EE TEES EET EEE E TEETER ESTE TO EE EE EEET Te RETEST ER OE ET ooeee 


PO cisco ctntsieanabocititeties bieitrndies 


SOC OT EEE REE EEE EE EE EROS EE EHRE TEETER EEE OE EE EE EE EE EEE EEE EE ERE one 


Mail to the nearest 'J. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superintendent 
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money 
order payable to the Treasurer of the United States. 


caer eeeeeereeereeer 








SU & GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 1 





be 








aS 
~ 


TT > 


Al 
Fin 


Ec 
Ac 


Ex 


=z 


Se 


